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“I don’t know Who-or what-put the question, I don’t know when it was put. I don’t even remember answering. But at some moment I did answer Yes to Someone-or Something-and from that hour I was certain that existence is meaningful and that, therefore, my life, in self-surrender, had a goal.”

· Dag Hammarskjold
PREFACE

When we look back on the beginnings of our club, we may all remember something different or some event that persuaded each of us to decide, yes, I want to be a part of that group. Yes, I want to serve. Yes, I want to become a Rotarian. Whatever the reason each of us chose to become a Rotarian or join the Sunset Rotary Club, I think, we will all agree that whatever the reason, the important thing is  knowing that we did, and in so doing our existence became more meaningful in service to others.

Dag Hammarskjold’s words also remind me of the time I first thought about an evening Rotary Club. I was then a member of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island, and in the course of conversation with someone, who I can not now remember, we speculated on the possibility of forming a new club that would meet in the evening. My recollection of when that conversation took place is not so clear, but I would speculate it was more than ten years ago, sometime in 1988. Then, one day in September, 1996,  while picking up mail at the post office, PDG Jim Warren and I had one of those “unofficial make-up” meetings when two or more Rotarians get together to just say hello and chat for awhile. During our conversation the subject of a new Rotary club came up, and we agreed it might be a good time to bring the subject up again. While Jim and I were discussing the concept of a new club, Bryant Owens came along and joined us in conversation. Bryant indicated he would be interested in being considered for a new club, and before he left we promised to keep him posted on any positive moves we might make toward a new club. As our meeting ended, Jim agreed to secure a copy of Rotary International’s Extension Manual, and get it to me. I agreed to review it and report back on what our next steps should be. We both agreed to speak to others about the idea. Jim said he would speak to Otto Ferrene, and I agreed to speak to Alan Coyne. 

Soon after that chance meeting at the post office, I did receive in the mail a copy of the Extension Manual. For those of you who may not be familiar with such a document, it is essentially a planning tool containing all you need to know about the process of forming a Rotary club. On October 15, after I read the manual, I wrote PDG Jim Warren to let him know I was now ready to discuss what needed to be done to form a new club. The next day, Jim called to say he received my letter, and he suggested we meet on October 18 with Otto Ferrene to continue our discussions. 

When we met on October 18, PDG Jim Warren, Otto Ferrene and I agreed the best course of action was for me to communicate with DG Bruce Crowley about my desire to form a new club. So the next day, I faxed a message to DG Bruce Crowley asking his permission to begin the process. In my message, I suggested a new club would be beneficial to Hilton Head Island, and it could be viewed as a positive step in bringing together both the Hilton Head Island and Van Landingham Rotary Clubs on a joint project to benefit all of Rotary. On November 6, 1996,  I received a message from PDG Jim Warren indicating he had been appointed by DG Bruce Crowley as his Special Representative, and that it was agreed “for the good of Rotary”  we should proceed with the completion of an “Extension Survey” for the consideration and possible approval of the District Governor.







Ed Dowaschinski

“This, then, is the test we must set for ourselves; not to march alone but to march in such a way that others will wish to join us.”







Hubert H. Humphrey

Chapter 1
The Formation Process

The first formal step in the formation of a new Rotary club is to get a District Governor to say its okay to explore whether or not a new club could be organized in an area. So on November 6, 1996, when PDG Jim Warren was asked to be District Governor’s Special Representative essentially  we were given approval to go to the next step of actually looking for members. Now that we had approval to proceed with the completion of the Extension Survey, we wasted no time in preparing drafts of what it should say. More than two or three versions were discussed, but finally on November 14, 1996, a draft of the Extension Survey form and the Organization of a New Club form were submitted to Albert Gnesin, President of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island, and Brian Goode, President of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island-Van Landingham. Both these existing Hilton Head Island clubs needed to agree with our application, otherwise the whole process would have come to a screeching halt. We knew both Al and Brian were in favor of our club’s formation, but we were not so certain how their respective boards or memberships would vote. So, we waited.

It is customary, when forming a new club, that someone act in the capacity of surveyor of the area where the club will be formed. PDG Bob Onorato was asked to play this role by District Governor Dr. W. Bruce Crowley, and from the outset we found in PDG Bob a staunch ally and mentor. As surveyor, PDG Bob was required to submit both the Extension Survey and Organization form to DG Crowley provided he agreed that the formation of a new club was in fact desirable. Only a positive assessment and recommendation could keep our process moving forward, so without PDG Bob’s approval we might not have ever gotten underway. At the time, it was assumed since a unanimous agreement was reached on November 6 to pursue the formation of a new club, a quick review and approval would be forthcoming, but alas, all roads leading to something good are often a bit bumpy, and our club’s road to formation was no different.

The draft of the Organization of a New Club form listed the prospective name of the new club as the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island - International. The use of the word “International” was the first bump in the process. Both of the sponsoring clubs had a problem with the name. Neither wanted the new club to have such a name, since both the Hilton Head Island and Van Landingham clubs had a reputation of successfully engaging in international service projects, and they felt it would be inappropriate for us to use such a name. At the same time,  PDG Bob noted the use of the word “international” may even be barred by R.I., so we sought other suggestions. Names such as the “Supper” or “Dinner” club were suggested, but because such designations were discouraged by R. I., it was decided “Sunset”  or “Evening” might be a more appropriate way to differentiate the new proposed club.

Meanwhile, as we were trying to resolve the name issue, the “organizers” of the club,  recognizing their first objective was to develop a list of tentative Charter Members, met to develop their first list of prospective members. Among the so-called “organizers” were Alan Coyne, Ed Dowaschinski, Otto Ferrene, and PDG Jim Warren. Who, when they met on November 22 at Otto Ferrene’s office, developed the first list of prospective members. The first list contained the names of fifty-eight prospective persons. 

Following the November 22 session, each of the organizers began calling the prospective persons assigned to them to ascertain whether or not the prospect may or not have some interest in learning more about Rotary and the prospective new club. When the organizers compared their notes, it was noted that about twenty or so persons emerged from their first list as prime prospects. It was then agreed,  the first “organizational” meeting should be planned and scheduled for early December.

Where the first organizational meeting would take place, and where subsequent meetings should take place became another subject of discussion. All agreed an evening club needed a special sort of place to conduct meetings. Having a great meal was also considered important, but it was recognized wherever we chose, the establishment had to be willing to accommodate a regular weekly meeting. After much discussion, it was agreed that Otto Ferrene would try to secure the private dining room at La Maisonette for a December 10 meeting. 

On December 1, with the decision having been made to use the “Sunset” designation in the club’s name, PDG Bob Onorato, as Surveyor, was able to sign off on the need for a new club by formally submitting the Extension Survey and Organization of New Club forms to DG Bruce Crowley for his approval and submission to Rotary International. We were now able to formally conduct organizational meetings. Otto had arranged for our use of the private dining room at La Maisonette, so we began notifying the prospective members, and began planning the meeting agenda. 

The agenda for the December 10 meeting consisted of the introduction of each attendee, including mention of their business or profession, and whether or not they were former or current Rotarians. The “Object of Rotary” was read by PDG James A. Warren, Sr., who also provided everyone present with a copy of “This is Rotary.” The group then watched a 14 minute video entitled “Introduction to Rotary,” and heard about what Rotary means to the community, about the District system within which Rotary operates, about the Classification system, attendance requirements, and the significance and honor associated with becoming a Charter Member. The meeting went well, and despite a light turnout, it was decided a second organizational meeting would be held on December 16, at the Hilton Resort. 

Attendance at the December 16 meeting was better, but it was clear we had a long way to go before attracting enough individuals who would be willing to become a Charter Member. Not being discouraged, and recognizing the holiday season made it a little more difficult for people to get out for meetings in December, the group agreed to meet again on January 6 at the Hilton Resort. But, before adjourning the meeting, Bill Lancaster was appointed temporary treasurer of our group, and it was agreed our dues would be $100 a year, and our initiation fee $50.

The new year was upon us, and with it a new determination to rally enough interested people to form our new club. We held our first meeting at the Hilton Resort on January 6. More people attended, and after the meeting, it appeared we were more than half-way toward our goal of thirty (30) Charter Members. We agreed to meet again on January 13, and it appeared more and more individuals were learning about our new club in formation, and were beginning to show interest in becoming members. With each successive week, someone new came to a meeting, and after each week another convert to Rotary was found. We had agreed to continue meeting weekly, in fact, it was decided, we would begin planning our first dinner meeting. There was no turning back, we were committed to the process of securing the necessary number of Charter Members, and despite the fact that PDG Jim Warren was leaving on a extended vacation to Spain, we were confident we would accomplish our goal.

At the January 13 meeting, PDG Bob Onorato, filling in for PDG Jim Warren, encouraged us to elect our first group of officers and directors. We elected Ed Dowaschinski as President. Alan Coyne was elected President-elect. Bryant Owens, was elected Secretary. Bill Lancaster was again elected Treasurer. John Day was elected Vice-president. Rick Kingston was elected Director-Club Service. Jim Bristow was elected Director-Vocational Service. Wyatt Pringle was elected Director-Community Service. Weston Newton was elected Director-International Service. And, Morris Young was appointed our first Sergeant-at-Arms. 

As noted above, each successive week found someone new joining the group. Our weekly agenda had more or less consisted of the same type of information conveyed at the very first meeting. So, in order to bring more variety to our meetings, it was decided after our sixth organizational, one devoted almost exclusively to learning more about Paul Harris and the Rotary Foundation, it was time to function as a “regular” club, even though we still had not yet submitted our application to R.I. On February 3, 1997, we had our first dinner meeting and our first speaker, Ann Bristow, who spoke to us about Community in Schools.

 Since February 3, 1997, we have enjoyed a featured speaker, or some special program devoted to some aspect of Rotary we needed to consider. Bill Stubblefield spoke to us about the Gullah Festival on February 10, 1997. Mark Branch came to tell us about the building plans for the Boys & Girls Club the following week on February 17. On February 24, we discussed the importance of Club Service, and how it was the life blood of a new club. And, it was on February 24, with the encouragement of PDG Bob Onorato, we decided to submit our application for membership into R.I. to DG Bruce Crowley even though we were still two members short of our goal of thirty Charter Members.

By now, besides who should be the club’s first list of officers and directors, the club had also decided it would meet each Monday at 6:30 p.m. at the Hilton Resort, that it would adopt the standard form of By-laws, and that it would hold regular meetings of its Board on the first Monday of each month. In addition, the club decided to encourage members to bring their spouse or special other each third Monday of the month. It became apparent, almost from the very first dinner meeting, that the quality of the food and service were outstanding, and that a strong sense of fellowship was already permeating throughout the club. We were ready to submit our application, so having received the encouragement needed from PDG Bob Onorato, the formal application was completed.

 On February 28, 1997, Ed Dowaschinski, with a great deal of pleasure and a sense of accomplishment, mailed to District Governor Bruce Crowley for approval and forwarding on to R.I. our club’s Application for Membership in Rotary International. The application was signed by Ed Dowaschinski, as President. Bryant Owens signed as Secretary. And, the application contained the recommendation and signature  of PDG James A. Warren, Sr., indicating that he felt our club should be admitted as a member of Rotary International. Our application contained the following list of Charter Members and classification designations:

Charter Member

Classification

George F. Breed

Law Enforcement/Security

Jim Bristow


Yellow Pages

Joan M. Bryan


Medical Volunteers


Alan R. Coyne


Realtor

John F. Day


Savings & Loan

Cartha D. DeLoach

Writer/Author

Edward B. Dowaschinski
Certified Public Accountant

Tom Fieldstead


Fire Department

Susan Williamson Flory

Audiologist

C. Richard Kingston

Mortgage Broker

William A. Lancaster

Senior Active

Stanley L. Leavitt

Engineer

James D. Littlejohn

Senior Active

Richard K. McClure II

Educator

Anne W. McNeal

Retail Merchant

William Weston Newton

Attorney

Todd O’Dell


Architect

Bryant Owens


Financial Consultant

Kim Perry


Printer

Wyatt B. Pringle, Jr.

Insurance

Joseph C. Rodriguez

Resort Management

Richard E. Saunders

Real Estate Management

Susan Starr


Office Equipment

Leonard M. Tinnan

County Government

James A. Warren, Sr.

Senior Active

Morris L. Young


Senior Active

Michael Reinsch

Graphic Artist


The application noted that Alan Coyne, John Day, Ed Dowaschinski, Rick Kingston, Bill Lancaster, Jim Littlejohn, Joe Rodriguez, Jim Warren, and Morris Young had been Rotarians. It also indicated the former classification of each of the members who were classified as Senior Active.


At our next meeting, Madeline Chandler agreed to join the club, and we inaugurated our weekly toast of another Rotary Club somewhere in the world. As for the toasting, the Rotary Club of Saanich, B.C. Canada (District 5020) was the first club so honored. As far as Madeline was concerned, since we had not heard back from anyone regarding our application, we immediately made calls to have Madeline’s name and classification (Interior Design) added to our list of Charter Members. Madeline’s father was a Past District Governor in District 7770, so it seemed appropriate and proper for us to ask that Madeline’s name be added to our list of Charter Members. We would soon discover our request would be granted, but not before experiencing the second big bump in the road.


Upon review, our application as submitted, proved to be unacceptable. R.I. suggested wholesale changes to the classification designations. And, a more serious and embarrassing change was suggested. R.I. would not accept Len Tinnan as a Charter Member, because under Rotary rules no one can be admitted to membership under a classification having a “political” overtone. R.I. advised they would substitute Madeline Chandler’s name for Len Tinnan’s, but they would not accept Len, even though we noted for them that Len also was a Management Consultant and such a classification could be substituted for the “County Government” used on the application. 


All of our pleadings could not convince R.I. or our local District 7770 officials, who by now were embarrassed by the whole situation, that such a change should be made to permit Len Tinnan be considered an “official” Charter Member of our group. We got our charter effective March 20, 1997, but as far as R.I. was concerned we only had twenty-seven (27) Charter Members, not the twenty-eight (28) we believe we had.  


“The world is upheld by the veracity of good men: they make the earth wholesome. They who lived with them found life glad and nutritious. Life is sweet and tolerable in our belief in such society.







Ralph Waldo Emerson

Chapter 2
Charter and First Steps

March 20, 1997 to June 30, 1997


Our first meeting as a full-fledged member of Rotary International occurred on March 24, 1997. Colleen Callahan, Director of Fund Raising at the Self Family Arts Center was our speaker. In the preceding three weeks, while we waited for notification regarding our application, we had listened to Doug Weaver’s recollections as a Group Study Exchange (GSE) team member, about Hargray’s plans for expansion of service in southern Beaufort County told by Tom Wing, and we learned all about the inner workings of Hilton Head Island’s St. Patrick’s Day parade from the 1997 Grand Marshalls, Dr Paul and Gerry Doerring. Our meetings had taken the traditional format of beginning with a call to order, followed by an invocation, the pledge of allegiance, a sing along, and a toast to another Rotary club somewhere in the world.


As a new member of Rotary International, the Rotary Club of Hilton head Island - Sunset began its association with other clubs united in the ideal of service and dedicated to the advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace. Luis Vicente Giay, R.I. President, wrote to all of us on March 28, 1997 welcoming us into Rotary, and saying: “As President of Rotary International, I wish you great success and ask that you join me as we work together to BUILD THE FUTURE WITH ACTION AND VISION.” On that same day, R.I. Service Supervisor, Roger Staedtke sent his congratulations, and in his message he stated; “…that as of this date, there are 28,284 Rotary clubs with over 1,193,681 members in 155 countries and 35 geographical areas.” 


Officially, according to R.I., our membership at the time consisted of the following individuals under the classifications shown:




Charter Member

Classification




George F. Breed

Law Enforcement/Security




Jim Bristow


Yellow Pages Publishing




Joan M. Bryan


Medical Volunteer Services




Alan R. Coyne


Real Estate Brokerage




John F. Day


Savings & Loan




Cartha D. DeLoach

Creative Writing




Edward B. Dowaschinski
Certified Public Accounting




Tom Fieldstead


Fire Department




Susan Williamson Flory

Audiology Services

C. Richard Kingston

Mortgage Brokerage




William A. Lancaster

Senior Active




Stanley L. Leavitt

Engineering Service




James D. Littlejohn

Senior Active




Richard K. McClure II

High School




Anne W. McNeal

Retail-Hammocks




William Weston Newton

Law/General Office




Todd O’Dell


Architecture




Bryant Owens


Financial Consulting




Kim Perry


Printing




Wyatt B. Pringle, Jr.

Insurance Agency




Joseph C. Rodriguez

Resort Management




Richard E. Saunders

Real Estate Management




Susan Starr


Office Equipment Sales




Madeline Scott Chandler
Interior Design




James A. Warren

Senior Active




Morris L. Young


Senior Active




Michael Reinsch

Graphic Art Services

And, as far as we were concerned:




Leonard M. Tinnan

Management Consulting

who was also considered by us to be a Charter Member and part of our “official” roster at the start of our membership in Rotary International.


It is a tradition in District 7770 that when a new club is chartered, the existing clubs help it along with both monetary and moral support. Our club began receiving donations from the other clubs in the district, as well as gifts and assistance from individual Rotarians. Specifically, we received monetary gifts from thirty-six (36) clubs totaling $1,954, and gifts from two past district governors totaling $70. We also received the moral support and encouragement from not only our co-sponsoring clubs, but also from many Rotarians throughout the district.


Soon after being notified that we had been approved for membership in R.I. and that we would receive our charter, we also began planning our club’s “Charter Night.” Since March 13, some of our officers had been meeting to plan the event, and during their preliminary discussions, it had been decided the event would be held at the Hilton Resort. It had also been decided musical entertainment would be provided, and some sort of favor should be provided to all who attended. Because out-of-town guests could be expected, it was decided we needed to check out the cost of local hotel rooms to accommodate guests, have a suitable invitation prepared and mailed, and still leave enough time to get back RSVPs and make the final arrangements. Needless to say, the process was a whirlwind of activity.


Because it was recognized by all that our Charter Night celebration was a coming out party of a sort, everyone in the club was asked to contribute their time or talents to make it a success. PDG Jim Warren and President Ed Dowaschinski even made a trip to St. John’s Island, to attend the St. John’s Parish Charter Night celebration to get some ideas. Kim Perry began designing an appropriate invitation and RSVP response card. Michael Reinsch began designing what would become the outstanding “SUNSET Club” logo. Work on the Charter Night program took on a feverish pace. President-elect Alan Coyne ordered a supply of coffee mugs bearing our club’s name and charter date for the party favors, he also arranged for flower centerpieces to be provided by Publix. Susan Flory was making arrangements to have her husband Gregg take pictures of all club members who attended Charter Night for use later on in a Club Directory. PDG Jim Warren arranged  to have the Bob Masteller Trio provide music during the event. Vice-president John Day was put in charge of getting accommodation rate quotes. Club Service Director Rick Kingston was coordinating the invitations of local dignitaries, while PDG Jim Warren saw to it that all the invitations for the celebration were sent to everyone who protocol demanded receive one.


While all the Charter Night details were being worked out, our officers were being inundated with all sorts of things. Ed Dowaschinski began attending pre-PETS (President Elect Training Seminar) sessions prior to the PETS conference in Orangeburg. Bill Lancaster and Bryant Owens were engaged in learning how to make the Clubmate program work, getting almost a daily dose of frustration. And, soon after the PETS conference, every officer was up to their eyeballs in reading material provided to them by President Ed. Vocational Service Director Jim Bristow commented at the time, that he was getting so much material he had to invest in a large three-ringed binder just to keep it all in order.


About three weeks after the April 4 and 5 PETS conference, President Ed Dowaschinski and his wife Rita, and PDG Jim Warren and his wife Marnee were scheduled to represent our club at the 1997 District Conference in Columbia. Leading up to the conference, much was happening at the club. By now we had already established Rotary Central, a telephone message telling visitors where and when all the area Rotary clubs met. We worked the 1997 MCI Classic by supplying bartenders for the O’Doul’s exhibit in Harbour Town from April 16-20.  And, we made final arrangements for our Charter Night celebration scheduled for April 28, 1997. 

Leading up to Charter Night a diverse group of speakers were visiting us. For example, we heard from Colleen Callahan  about the progress being made at the Self Family Arts Center, from Emmett McCracken about Beaufort County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and from Diogenese Singleton about how it was to grow up and live on Hilton Head before the bridge and most roads were even built . We even had time for a Rotary Protocol lesson prior to our Charter Night celebration compliments of PDG Carroll Richardson, a frequent visitor to Hilton Head, and now to our club.   


Charter Night, April 28, 1997, was a smashing success. We began the evening with a social half-hour from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. At 7:30 p.m. President Ed Dowaschinski called the meeting to order, Rev. Edmund McCaffrey invoked God’s blessing on our club and all attendees, and Jim Littlejohn led the ninety attendees in a rousing rendition of  “America the Beautiful.” Following a toast to the Rotary Club of Clayton, Alabama, the Bob Masteller Trio played soft music while everyone enjoyed dinner. We then heard about the History of Rotary on Hilton Head Island from PDG Bob Selton, followed by Charles Perry’s keynote speech and marvelous rendition of “Lord, How Hard it is to be Humble.” District Governor Bruce Crowley then presented us with our Charter, and provided each Charter Member with their official Rotary pin and a book about Rotary. Lois Masteller presented our club with a donation in honor of Mrs. Effie Warren, a most fitting gesture in that PDG Jim mother was an ardent supporter of Rotary and actually cooked for a “supper” club for more than forty years. We then presented our first two Honorary Rotarian Awards. The first was to Dr. Dexter Jeffords, who because of failing health could not be with us, but who longed to be a Rotarian, so this was our gift to him for his service to our community. Our second honoree was the Reverend Edmund McCaffrey, Pastor of Holy Family Catholic Church. 

As noted above, ninety people were in attendance for Charter Night. Among the attendees were the District Governor Bruce Crowley and his wife Ferrell. District Governor-elect Ken Morris and his wife Harriet. Past District Governors Ned Funderburk, Roy Kaple, Bob Onorato, and Bob Selton, accompanied by their lovely wives. Former Mayors Ben Racusin and Martha Baumberger were also in attendance, with their spouses. President Al Gnesin of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island, and President Brian Goode of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island - Van Landingham, with their wives, and other representatives from their respective clubs were also present bearing special gifts in the form of banners for presentation to our club. Future Assistant District Governor John Wilson attended, as did President Bill Slaughter from the Rotary Club of Bluffton, and Bernie Finley the then current Area 4 Representative. A fun time was had by all, and despite the length of the program, everyone stayed until the closing song led by Jim Littlejohn and Charles Perry and the Benediction by Honorary Rotarian Rev. Edmund McCaffrey.

With the Charter Night behind us, our club began to focus on what new programs and projects we wished to consider. At the top of our list was our desire to continue to share Rotary with others by finding new members and by publishing a weekly newsletter. On May 12, we published our first version of the Sunset News, and on May 26, 1997, we invited Lawrence B. Simons (Larry) to join our club under the classification of Housing Developer. It was also on May 26, our club held its first fellowship night, by feasting on a Low Country cookout at the Hilton Inn’s Shorehouse. Also in May, we heard about beach re-nourishment from Chuck Hoelle, and about ACC basketball from former Duke University Coach Vic Bubas. In June, we heard about the K9 Corp from Gail Ely, about skin cancer and dermatology from Dr. Alfred Brand, and about PEP (Partners for Exceptional Persons) from Robbie Nichols. And, four of our members attended the District Assembly in Summerville on May 16, 1997.

Getting each member involved in some aspect of the club also was a high priority, as well as encouraging all members to be in attendance each week for our meetings. Getting people involved seemed not to be as significant a problem as was getting the members to keep up attendance, or avail themselves of the numerous make-up opportunities. So, like most Rotary Clubs of our size, for the most part we had good success with the membership involvement part, but also like most new clubs we struggled with the attendance part. Our first member fall out occurred in June, when Rick McClure decided to resign his membership because he could not make our weekly meetings. 

Our club decided the first Monday of each month should be devoted to an Open Board Meeting format. The first of these open meetings was held on April 7, 1997. At these open meetings, the membership was exposed to the types of projects the board was considering, a report by each director as to what was being planned or accomplished in their respective avenue of service, and what sort of charities or causes were seeking assistance. The April, May, and June meetings also provided the club with an opportunity to sharpen its presentation skills for our first Club Assembly scheduled for June 30, 1997. This lead time proved to be quite beneficial, because we not only had a lot of time to prepare, but it enabled us to formulate a written plan of our goals and objectives resulting in a Presidential Citation in Rotary Year 1997-98, and meet District Governor-elect Ken Morris’ challenges to Do Something New and Do Something Differently.

Our first Club Assembly proved to be successful. Assistant District Governor-elect John Wilson heard and read our now completed plan for 1997-98, and indicated we had set a new standard for  all new Rotary Clubs within our district. His comments were soon repeated by District Governor-elect Ken Morris. Admittedly, our club had set significant goals and objectives. At the time, we probably didn’t focus on the words of Ralph Waldo Emerson appearing at the beginning of this chapter, but in retrospect, we can be sure our aim was to make our community wholesome. We certainly wanted it to be sweet and tolerable, and we had articulated quite clearly that our goals and objectives for 1997-98 were to Show that We Care. In so doing, and throughout this first period of our Rotary life we had tried to Build The Future With Action And Vision.

“The best index to a person’s character is (a) how he treats people who can’t do him any good, and (b) how he treats people who can’t fight back.”





Abigail Van Buren

Chapter 3
Our First Full Year

July 1, 1997 to June 30, 1998


We began Rotary year 1997-98 with great enthusiasm, and a commitment to accomplish the goals and objectives we articulated at our first Club Assembly. Assistant District Governor John Wilson joined us the first meeting night of the new year (July 7) for the purpose of the formal induction of our officers, and to witness the induction of two new members into our club, Dr. James Hanley under the classification of Dentist, and Claire H. Sullivan, under the classification of Educator. 


R.I. President Glen W. Kinross had chosen Show Rotary Cares as the principal theme for the new Rotary year. He asked Rotarians around the world to attack hunger and poverty, by identifying the most serious problems in our own communities and then, drawing on the business and professional skills of members, to develop practical solutions and convince other community leaders to help implement them.


As a relatively new club, we decided to use our weekly meetings as a means of educating ourselves about the problems facing our community. We wanted others to know of our desire to serve, so we invited various groups and organizations already providing social services to the less fortunate both in our area and in the state to tell us what they were doing. We also sought speakers who would be able to tell us what others were doing to solve problems. And, because many of our members were still new to Rotary, we recognized a need to plan meetings that had as their principal purpose Rotary Information.


During the course of 1997-98, we heard about organ donations from Rubin Wright, Director of the Organ Procurement Agency. About the Make-A-Wish Foundation from Connie Henne. Majorie Thomas, Director of the South Carolina Employment Security Commission told us what her agency was doing to help find jobs for the unemployed. Denise Rivers told us about SCSIS (South Carolina Services Information System), the information services the Medical University of South Carolina, in partnership with Rotary District 7770, has been able to develop to help the elderly find affordable medical assistance. We heard about “Adopt-a-Family” from Jean Harwell of the Beaufort County Department of Social Services. Betsy Doughtie told us about Hilton Head Island’s Deep Well project, and the work they do year round to help the poor of our area. And, we heard about “Gift of Life’ and “CART” (Coins For Alzheimers Research Trust) from fellow Rotarians Dr. Bob Laughlin and Howard Davis. Each of these speakers noted here helped us understand better the problems others face each day, and armed with the knowledge we gained from them we were better prepared to develop and implement our own plans to help develop practical solutions to help solve some of the needs we heard about.  


We invited elected officials to report to our membership about what legislative initiatives were being taken to deal with problems faced by society. For example, during 1997-98, we heard from Congressman Floyd D. Spence about the national legislative process, from Senator Holly Cork about what was happening in the South Carolina legislature, and from Beaufort County Councilman, and member of our club, Len Tinnan about the Comprehensive Land Plan and the progress being made to implement it and pass the necessary ordinances to make it work.


We also called upon our own members and other area Rotarians to inform us about the work they were doing, especially if it impacted our community. Jimmy Baker, a member of the Van Landingham club told us about services Palmetto Electric offered, and about the pending legislation concerning deregulation in the electric utility sector. Our fellow member and Fire Chief, Tom Fieldstead provided us with a report about Fire Prevention Week, and the work his fellow firefighters were doing to insure all homes had smoke alarms. Dorothy Perkins, a member of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island, told us about the new library, and Dennis Bruns, also a member of the Hilton Head club, told us about Hilton Head Medical Center’s expansion plans and how the Center was serving our local community. 


The insights learned by our membership as a result of such programs did in fact help our club develop ideas for how we could serve our community, and help eliminate poverty and hunger. We also developed ideas to help make life a little more bearable for the less fortunate, and hopefully a little bit safer, as well. Our club organized a Halloween Spook House fund raising project at the Hilton Head Island Recreation Center under the able leadership of Susan Starr and Kim Perry to help raise funds for the support of the Rec Center. With the help of the Hilton Head Island firefighters, led by fellow member Tom Fieldstead, smoke detectors were distributed to poor families who had none. Madeline Chandler was inspired to organize and coordinate the Christmas Stocking Stuffing and Toy project geared to bring a little bit of Christmas to those who might not have the money to afford even a small toy. We rang the bell for the Salvation Army, raising $1,700 for them. We provided a $500 donation to the Volunteers in Medicine Clinic for use in providing medical care to the Hispanic community. And, in January, when ice storms devastated the northern U.S., we responded by sending a $200 donation to the Rotary Club of Alexandria Bay, New York, which they used to help restore some of the scenic beauty destroyed by the storm.


Rotary Information awareness became a regular part of our meetings. Early on during the 1997-98 year, District Governor Ken Morris visited our club to discuss with our officers and directors the new District Leadership Plan. Each week we could expect President Ed Dowaschinski to share some tidbit of information he obtained from a variety of sources, such as Rotary’s world wide web site, The Rotarian Magazine, the District Newsletter, or from the numerous correspondence he received from other clubs and Rotarians. We scheduled special meetings to learn more about other Rotary subjects. For example, PDG’s Bob Selton and Bob Onorato told us about the Rotary Foundation, and the significant work it has been able to support around the globe. We learned more about PolioPlus, Group Study Exchange, Ambassadorial Scholarships, and the Rotary Foundation’s matching fund programs. In addition, we heard from visiting Rotarians about projects their home clubs were working on, and how Rotarians were working throughout the world to foster goodwill and understanding. Fellow Rotarian Dick Knowlton and his wife Peggy told us about their Mission To Russia to help restore a school house in a rural Russian town. We learned how Brian Goode, Past-president of the Van Landingham club, along with Past-president Dee Dee Graham of the Bluffton club, and Berl Davis of the Van Landingham club brought needed medical supplies and assistance to poor areas of the Dominican Republic.


Others came to tell us about subjects not necessarily dealing with the poor or less fortunate, but rather involving subjects of interest. We learned from F. Jack Hermann how an investment adviser approaches his work. Former mayor and fellow Rotarian Ben Racusin and his wife Helen told us about their memories of China and how the C.I.A. was created and operated in China. Dr. Jane Upshaw, along with others, told us about the programs being offered at the University of South Carolina-Beaufort campuses, and of the expansion plans being pursued to be able to offer a four-year college experience at the new Okatie site. Mike Brannen, the General Manager of WJWJ, told us about the difficulties encountered by public TV and radio stations due to funding cut backs. Dr. Joseph Tobin told us about the benefits of sports medicine and certain corrective surgical procedures. Fellow member Deke DeLoach told us about some of the high profile cases he supervised while Deputy Director of the F.B.I. Suzanne Culp told us about the new wireless phone service being introduced by Hargray Wireless. Fellow member Claire Sullivan told us about her labor of love in “Starting a School.” Fellow members Steve Wilmot and George Breed told us about the security plans for the MCI Classic. Earlier in the year, before joining our club, Steve Wilmot, the newly appointed Tournament Director for the MCI Classic told us about the tournament. Lewis Gossett, Director of the South Carolina Department of Labor and Licenses spoke about his agency and the work they were doing all across South Carolina. We learned, from Robert Uhrich, how the Savannah Airport Commission was building and planning to meet the demands of the air travelers to and from our region. We heard from Irv Campbell about the Boys & Girls Clubs. And, we heard from Liam Dantzler, about how agriculture plays a vital role in our state.


Our membership both expanded and contracted during 1997-98. Two more of our Charter Members decided they had to resign; business reasons forced both Anne McNeal and Todd O’Dell to tender their resignations during the year. On the plus side, we added nine new active members to our ranks. On July 7, as noted above, Dr, James Hanley and Claire Sullivan joined our ranks. On September 15, John McMahon, under the classification of Golf Professional, and Steve Wilmot, under the classification of Tournament Director,  joined the club. On November 24, Rob Seebohn joined under the classification of Chemical Engineering. On December 29, Russell P. Hughes joined us under the classification of Senior Active Excused. Rick Hilton joined on February 9 under the classification of Retail Merchant. Marshall Katz was inducted on May 4 under the classification of Water Utilities. And, finally on June 8, Mike Manesiotis was inducted under the classification of Long Term Rentals. 


During 1997-98, our club had the high privilege of naming The Honorable Philip A. Lader, Ambassador to Great Britain, as an Honorary Member of our club. We bestowed this honor to Ambassador Lader on August 4, 1997, soon after learning of his appointment. Ambassador Lader and his wife, Linda, formerly resided on Hilton Head Island, and were known to many in our club. A former Ambassadorial Scholar, Ambassador Lader was known by many in Rotary, so with encouragement from R.I. in Evanston our club quickly contacted Ambassador Lader, and we were delighted he accepted our invitation to join our club as an Honorary Member.


All Rotary clubs strive to get their members involved. Each Rotarian is encouraged to use Rotary’s Four-Way-Test in their daily lives, and to foster the ideals incorporated in the Object of Rotary. Fundraising projects often become the means to foster fellowship among a club’s members, while at the same time providing the monetary means to meet some of the needs of our community and the world. Early in the 1997-98 year, President Ed Dowaschinski asked Deke DeLoach to form a special group of members to explore ways our club could raise funds to support our charitable or scholarship programs. On August 4, 1997, the “Iron Men” group, consisting of Deke Deloach, George Breed, Tom Fieldstead, and Rick Kingston was formed to help organize and manage our club’s fund raising projects. Later, Jim Littlejohn would be appointed “chaplain” of the group, and Steve Wilmot would be asked to join. Not to be out done, the “Iron Maidens,” led by Madeline Chandler, and consisting of Susan Starr and Susan Flory, began their own fund raising efforts to help raise funds for our various charitable endeavors. It was through the efforts of these two groups that our club’s weekly bingo, raffles, and manpower planning for the large community service projects we undertook came about. In April 1998, for example, our club was able to take on the Michelob 19th Hole project requiring fifty-three persons working a minimum of five hours each to bartender and provide other services at the 1998 MCI Classic. Our collective efforts raised $11,000 for our club’s charities, plus an additional $1,500 for CART.


During every Rotary year a number of special meetings are planned. In District 7770, the first of these meetings in 1997-98 involved the Rotary Foundation. The meeting was held September 24 in Orangeburg, and during the session President Ed Dowaschinski, President-elect Alan Coyne, Larry Simons, and PDG Jim Warren heard about the district’s fundraising goal, and how the sustaining member program benefits all. Armed with the information gained at this session, the attendees encouraged all the members of the Sunset club to become Paul Harris Sustaining Members, and Foundation Benefactors. In fact, it was soon after the meeting, that our Treasurer, Bill Lancaster would be presented with his second Paul Harris Fellow award by District Governor Ken Morris at the October 4 Joint Fellowship meeting held at the Hilton Resort. By the end of the 1997-98 year, most of our members would become Paul Harris Sustaining Members, and three additional Paul Harris Fellowship awards would be presented. Rita Dowaschinski, President Ed’s wife would be the first female associated with our club to receive a Paul Harris Fellow award, while President Ed received his pin designating he had completed giving his second $1,000 donation to the Rotary Foundation. And, it was with great pleasure that the club decided to accelerate the payments being made for President-elect Alan Coyne in order to have him named a Paul Harris Fellow prior to his assuming the role of president for the year 1998-99.


It was also in September that our club had the high honor of nominating PDG Jim Warren as a candidate for membership on R.I.’s Nominating Committee. PDG Jim was one of three candidates nominated within our district.


In October, our club submitted the name of Stuart Wallace to the GSE (Group Study Exchange) Selection Committee for consideration of being selected a Team Member for the team being assembled for a trip to Bogota, Columbia. Unfortunately, Stuart was not selected, but he represented us well and we were proud to be his sponsor. Later in the year, on March 23, 1998, our club had the honor of hosting the GSE team visiting our district from Milan, Italy. We listened to Augusto Bertacchini, the Team’s leader, Antonella Torretta, Roberto Broggi, and Andrea Peviani tell us about their beloved Milano and about themselves and their families.


Each month during the 1997-98 year, the new district leadership plan was unfolding. Assistant District Governors were now charged with the responsibility of keeping clubs informed of important Rotary news, and for being a roving ambassador for the District Governor to the clubs within their area. Our club being in Area 4 was administered to by John Wilson. Each month ADG John held meetings with the area presidents to discuss upcoming events, meetings, and initiatives. We were fortunate in Area 4 to have such a dedicated leader, who working with DG Ken Morris, exemplified Rotary’s motto of Service Above Self.


We had been told that most new Rotary clubs find it difficult in the beginning of their life in Rotary to achieve high performance. But, in our case we had the able guidance of PDG Jim Warren, and despite the fact that our club had been cited as a model new club, one setting new standards, and being focused on our goals and objectives, PDG Jim never let us slow up or get too complacent. For example, despite the fact that DG Ken Morris wrote in the January, 1998 District Newsletter:


“…Hilton Head Island - Sunset



     This new club has taken each District Standard item and created club goal statements for each. At this half way point of the year, President Ed Dowaschinski and their board know exactly what remains to be done to meet or exceed these benchmarks. This is a focused club!”

PDG Jim in his Mid-year Report wrote:

“We have done a number of events that are certainly a credit to the Sunset Club, but little or no public recognition has been given. We can be proud of our bulletin, with its outstanding logo, but alas we are still waiting on our banners. We can be proud of the Haunted House project, the CART drawing, The Christmas Stocking project, the Salvation Army Bell Ringing, the firemen recognition ceremony, the Iron Men, and the sponsorship of Group Study Exchange Member. But those things were done by a few, not all participated. The bottom line is that during the past six months, we are failing to fully participate and accomplish the tasks to which were assigned and accepted under the four avenues of service committees concept. WE MUST DO BETTER TO EXCEL IN ROTARY.”  

We can say with fondness and respect, that PDG Jim never let us get complacent. He spurred us on every step of the way, and from the beginning, by his example, showed each of us how to be good Rotarians, and how to excel in Rotary.


Soon after PDG Jim’s report, our club was asked to take on the Michelob 19th Hole project at the 1998 MCI Classic. His challenge to all members to fully participate could not have been better timed, for this project would require every available member to participate. And, in view of the fact that the tournament’s director, security officer, financial officer, and the vice-chairman of the Heritage Classic Foundation were all members of our club making them for the most part unavailable to do any substantial work on site, our members responded in a most satisfactory way. In fact, they brought their spouses, special others, and friends along to make sure the project could operate ten to twelve hours a day. And, as noted above, for our efforts the club received an $11,000 contribution from the Heritage Classic Foundation. Later in May, our board would approve the following disbursements of these funds:




$5,000 to purchase park benches and tables for Crossings Park




$2,500 to establish a charities fund for various donations during 1998-99




$1,000 to fund our club’s tree planting project 




$   500 for a donation to Polio Plus




$   250 for Rotary Calendars




$   750 for the June 29th Party, and




$1,000 toward the establishment of an International Service project

In addition, to the $11,000 received, the club was able to donate $1,500 received in tips to the CART fund, presenting a check to Roger Ackerman at the April 24 session of the District Conference held at Springmaid Beach.


At the 1998 District Conference held at Springmaid Beach, our club was honored in several ways. We not only got the opportunity to tell about how we raised the $1,500 for the CART fund, but we also received a Presidential Citation for outstanding club participation in the Four Avenues of Service to Show Rotary Cares - for your community, for our world, and for its people. We received District Governor Ken Morris’ Citation for satisfying the District Governor’s challenge to “Do Something New to Show Rotary Cares” and for “Achieving Performance Breakthroughs By Doing Something Differently.” And, we received another Citation from District Governor Ken for “Having an Outstanding First Year As A New Rotary Club.”

Back in December 1997, we nominated and elected our new slate of officers for 1998-99. The following members were elected for the positions noted:




Alan R. Coyne, President




John Day, President-elect




Bryant Owens, Vice-president




Claire Sullivan, Secretary




Bill Lancaster, Treasurer




Kim Perry, Director-Club Services




Jim Bristow, Director-Community Services




Tom Fieldstead, Director-Vocational Services




Weston Newton-Director-International Services

and, once again, Morris Young was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms. So following the PETS conference in May, 1998 President-elect Alan Coyne and his team of officers and directors began planning our club’s agenda for 1998-99. The theme for 1998-99 of Follow Your Rotary Dream would set new challenges for our club. President-elect Alan and his team presented their plan at our June 1 meeting, attended by ADG-nominee Bill Slaughter. Our focus would be geared toward children, by focusing on projects that could help eliminate abuse, sickness, illiteracy, and homelessness, while on the international scene helping to improve the quality of drinking water, housing, health, and education. Our club was committed to showing its character was based on the helping people because we wanted to, not because we could get anything in return. We were committed to helping those who couldn’t fight for themselves. We believed to Show Rotary Cares compelled us toward those ends, and we looked forward to the future.


Before concluding the 1997-98 year, we had two more things we wanted to accomplish. We wanted to recognize those members who had served our club, our community, our world and its people. We also wanted to celebrate in fellowship our past, and establish a tradition we hoped would be followed by each successive leadership group. So, on the next to last meeting of June, we heard about the International Convention held in Indianapolis, Indiana, and honored our officers, directors, and some of our members for their service and dedication to our club. And, at our last meeting of the year, we tried to live up to the admonition of a famous District 7770 Rotarian, the late Lambo Schwartz, when we organized our last meeting to have a “little bit of Rotary” followed by a “whole lot of fellowship.”  In so doing, we hoped to build something for the future, we hoped to show we cared, and we hoped to show that when some of us followed our Rotary dream, a great club emerged.  

“Dreams come true; without that possibility, nature would not incite us to have them.”





John Updike

Chapter 4

New Leadership

 July 1, 1998 to June 30, 1999


In Rotary, each year a new set of leaders takes over where the old leave off. And, so it was on July 1, 1998, when R.I. President James L. Lacy took office, and declared his theme would be “Follow Your Rotary Dream.” District 7770 saw Michael J. Cavanaugh assume the office of District Governor, and Alan Coyne, along with his team of officers and directors assumed their leadership roles in the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island-Sunset. When declaring his theme, R.I. President Jim Lacy challenged all Rotarians to think of ways to make the world a better place, especially for children. President Jim reminded us that dreams do come true, especially to those who work to make them come true.


On July 6, 1998, Assistant District Governor Bill Slaughter inducted our new leadership team. Alan Coyne was inducted as our new club president. John Day assumed the office of president-elect, and Bryant Owns became our vice president. Claire H. Sullivan assumed the role of secretary, and Bill Lancaster was once again inducted as our treasurer. Morris Young again was selected to be sergeant-at-arms, and Ed Dowaschinski became the club’s first past-president. Kim Perry was inducted as our club’s new Club Service director. Jim Bristow switched to Community Service director, as Tom Fieldstead assumed the role of Vocational Service director. And, Weston Newton was once again inducted as our club’s International Service director. 


In his first official pronouncement, Alan Coyne challenged each member to become more involved in club matters, and he emphasized his wish that our club get more involved in projects affecting youth. Alan also asked us to share our ideas and dreams for the future, and he challenged the club to once again achieve a Presidential Citation and a District Governor’s Award.


Our July programs reflected President Alan’s commitment to youth. On July 6, we heard from Jerri Husch (Club Secretary Claire Sullivan’s daughter) about her job with the World Health Organization and its concern about drug use in international sports. On July 13, we learned about Youth Exchange from Nick Hunt, District 7770’s Rotarian of the Year as well as the district’s Youth Exchange coordinator. On July 20, we heard from Lew Wessel, Volunteer Coordinator for the Hilton Head Public Schools, and Bill Harner, newly appointed Principal at Hilton Head High School, about their plans for the high school. And, we shared with them our plans for a mentoring program at the school. And, on July 27, we heard from Otto and Frances Ferrene about the Rotary Reader program they created and implemented for local grade school students.


For Rotary year 1998-99, our club set as a goal a 10% net increase in membership. This meant that our club needed to add at least four new members during the year, and we got started right away. On July 13, Tony Bento became the first new member of the year, when he was inducted into the club under the classification of Yacht Sales. 


On August 3, the beginning of Membership Month, President-elect John Day and Vice-president Bryant Owens spoke to the club about open classifications, and the fact that every Rotarian had an obligation to introduce Rotary to some one else. Soon after, Bill Burke, Mark Creamer, Bill Dickerson, and Dr. Isam Sakati joined our ranks. Bill Burke under the classification of Property Management, Mark Creamer, under the classification of Venture Capital Consulting, Bill Dickerson, as a Senior Active member, and Isam Sakati (a retired Urologist) as our club’s first Past Service member. So, by the end of August the club had inducted five new members, and from appearances it looked like we would be setting a world record in membership growth. 


In October, Bill Chandler joined the club under the classification of Golf Course Management, but almost immediately thereafter our recruiting efforts came to a standstill. By December, our ranks had not grown, and member attendance left something to be desired. At each board meeting it seemed the agenda always included a discussion of attendance and whose record was poor enough to cause concern. Mark Creamer became the first casualty when his membership was terminated on December 1. And, on December 31, both Rick Hilton and John McMahon resigned from the club.


Not being discouraged, President Alan asked the club to renew its efforts in attracting new members. He began asking in December, and while the immediate membership changes went the wrong way, his urging was heard. For on January 4, two new members joined the club. Jean Gonsalo became the club’s second Past Service member having retired as a stock brokerage executive. And, Teresa Urato, joined the club under the classification of Telecommunication Services. 


Later in the year, four new members would join the club. Judy Hastings joined under the classification of Nursing Home Administration, Susan Layne under the classification of Book Sales, Tom DeWitt under the classification Certified Public Accounting-Additional Active, and Mike Trigg under the classification of Banking-Savings & Loan. But not before two other members, Bill Chandler and Claire Sullivan resigned. By June 30, 1999, our club had forty-one active members and two honorary members.


Our club achieved its membership growth goal for the year, but it also experienced much uncertainty about membership matters. Attendance was, as noted above, a frequent topic of discussion. Health related absences became more prevalent. Both president-elect John Day and vice-president Bryant Owens were affected with health problems, as were a few other members. Because of these health related issues when it came time for the nominations for our next group of officers, the nominating committee (Alan Coyne, Ed Dowaschinski, and PDG Jim Warren),  had to abandon what was thought to be the succession plan. In so doing, it nominated Tom Fieldstead to be our club’s next president, and re-nominated John Day as president-elect and Bryant Owens as vice president. Bill Lancaster was nominated as the club’s next secretary, with Marshall Katz being tapped as his assistant secretary. Mike Manesiotis was nominated to become treasurer, with Bill Burke as his assistant treasurer. Susan Starr was nominated to become club services director. Rob Seebohm as club vocational service director. Dr. Jamie Hanley was nominated to become community service director, and Dr. Isam Sakati was tapped to become the club’s next international service director. All the nominees were voted in at the club’s December election, but prior to our club’s assembly in June, Rick Kingston agreed to become community services director replacing Dr. Jamie Hanley. 


As noted above, President Alan had challenged the club to once again achieve a presidential citation and a District Governor’s award. In April at the District Conference held in Myrtle Beach at the Dunes Resort President Alan received both citations for the work our club did during the first nine months of the year. 


Included among the club’s accomplishments was the establishment of a program at Hilton Head High School called GAP, short for Guidance Assistance Program, wherein members became mentors to students attending the school. Our club once again planned and operated the Haunted House at the Island Rec Center in October. We rang the bell for the Salvation Army in December. We stuffed stockings and wrapped a wide array of presents for distribution to poor kids at Christmas, working once again with the Hilton Head Island firefighters. We began working on an international service project that we hope some day will enable us to send much needed hearing examination equipment to an area in Peru. In addition, we again supported a mission to the Philippines bringing much needed medical supplies to the region devastated by volcanic eruption. Our club’s charity fund provided donations to a wide array of needed causes. We participated in the challenge administered by the Rotary Club of Providence, RI by donating over one thousand dollars to other charities providing food for the poor. Our gifts to such food providers were matched essentially doubling the money sent to them. In October, we honored a firefighter, teacher, nurse, and deputy sheriff as part of our vocational service month activities. And, once again in April we volunteered our members for duties at the 1999 MCI Classic.


At the 1999 MCI Classic, our club provided volunteers for the Michelob 19th Hole, and for a concession booth near the 10th tee. Working with the South of the Broad Rotaract Club we also provided assistance with the O’Doul’s Exhibit adjacent to the 19th hole. Earlier in the year, our club joined with the other area clubs in helping to organize a new Rotaract club. We made a monetary contribution, but most importantly our club provided four members (Alan Coyne, Bill Dickerson, Ed Dowaschinski, and PDG Jim Warren) as advisors to the new club, and invited them to work with us at the MCI Classic. At the District 7770 conference held in Myrtle Beach, President Alan and president-elect Tom Fieldstead presented a check for $2,000 to the CART fund representing money collected during the tournament, and the South of the Broad Rotaract club presented another $700 they collected at the O’Douls Exhibit. As a result of our efforts during the tournament, we not only raised the money for CART, but we also received slightly more than $24,000 from the Heritage Classic Foundation for the net proceeds earned by both concessions. And, the South of the Broad Rotaract club received $2,000 from the Heritage Classic Foundation, and another $2,000 from our club for their assistance.


So our club’s achievements during the 1998/1999 year were quite extensive, not to mention that we also completed our commitment from the preceding year to donate park benches for the Crossings Park, and began planning how we could continue achieving such accomplishments. During the year, we also had a wide array of excellent speakers at our meetings. Some are mentioned above. Others included presentations by Steve Fields on hurricane preparedness. David Ebenback spoke about nuclear waste disposal. Sue James spoke about what to do when waiting for an ambulance. Scott Hunter and others told us about their mission to the Philippines.  Jack Keller told us about the Coast Guard Auxiliary, and Dennis Guisewhite about Junior Achievement. Dr. Thomas Newton spoke to us about anti aging medicine. We learned How to be a Rotary Rooter from Dr. Sol Kutler. We got a CART Fund update from Roger Ackerman. Dr. Shawn Van Marter told us about foot care, and athletic shoes. Chuck Hoelle told us about the Town of Hilton Head’s priorities. John Rosenberg told us about the butterfly conservatory being planned for our area. We heard about Meals on Wheels from Bill Barton. We heard about the Gullah Celebration from Mark Moore. Barbara Carnal, asked us “why we wore that tie!” Susan Layne told us about Barnes & Noble’s community relations out reach efforts, and Alan Morton about the Children’s Center. Dr. Bo Sherwood told us about emergency medical services. We also heard about the Coastal Discovery Museum from Natalie Harvey who told us about the Timeline and History of Hilton Head Island. And, about the Boy’s & Girls Club from Irv Campbell. Fellow Rotarians Tom Fieldstead, Rob Seebohm and Judy Hastings told us about themselves and what they do. Tom about his career as a firefighter, as well as his hopes for next year. Rob about his career as a chemical engineer, and Judy told us about her career in assisted living services. PDG Carroll Richardson talked to us about membership matters, and past president Ed Dowaschinski spoke about the Rotary Foundation, and along with Alan Coyne, PDG Jim Warren, and the newly elected officers of the Rotaract club about Rotaract and the new club. President Alan moderated our “Follow Your Rotary Dream” discussion in September, provided us with his mid-year report in January, and he gave us his report on the International Convention held in Singapore. In short, we had a rather complete and diverse mix of programs.


We also had a lot of time for fellowship. In November we had an oyster roast at Abe’s Shrimp House. In December, we had a wonderful Christmas Party at the Hilton Resort. In March, our club celebrated its second anniversary as a member of Rotary International with a wonderful buffet at the Hilton Resort. We closed out the year with our second annual end of year social this time at the Plantation House in Hilton Head Plantation. 


On June 7, 1999, ADG Bill Slaughter presided over our Club Assembly. President-elect Tom Fieldstead and his group of officers and directors presented their plans for Rotary Year 1999/2000. The theme for Rotary 2000 of Act with Consistency, Credibility, and Continuity was certainly appropriate for our club. For, as we contemplate our next year as a member of Rotary International, we want to once again achieve awards for our accomplishments. We certainly want to act with consistency, credibility, and continuity. 


At our June 21 meeting, President Alan spoke about the 1999 International convention, and presented a Paul Harris Award to President-elect Tom Fieldstead. President-elect Tom was chosen for his outstanding contribution to the club’s success, especially for his efforts at the 1999 MCI Classic. On June 28, our final meeting of the year, after the induction of two new members (Tom DeWitt and Mike Trigg) President Alan presented certificates of appreciation to his officers and directors. Bill Lancaster received our club’s Rotarian of the Year Award for his tireless efforts in maintaining our club’s records and always reminding Alan and others what needed to be done. And, President Alan was presented with his past president’s pin and ceremonial gavel.


Another year came to an end. Our club was now about to embark on its third full year as a member of Rotary International, with yet another new leader, and another set of dreams. We had followed our Rotary Dream during 1998/1999 and grew as Rotarians. We endured some rough spots along the way growing stronger because of them. We now looked forward to achieving new goals and accomplishments in 1999/2000. We pledged to act with consistency, credibility, and continuity as we thanked President Alan, and welcomed President Tom.

“By keeping Rotary simple, more flexible and transparent, we can create a more unified vision and make it easier for all Rotarians to Act With Consistency, Credibility and Continuity.”

Carlo Ravizza, R.I President 1999-2000

Chapter 5

The New Millennium

Year 1999-2000


At the start of Rotary year 1999-2000, President Tom Fieldstead challenged our club to aggressively recruit new members. He asked our club to set a goal of adding fifteen new members to our roster. He wanted the club to go from forty active members to fifty-five by the end of the year. President Tom was also determined to have an interesting mix of speakers, and he wanted the club to once again achieve a Presidential and Governor’s citation. 


When our new leadership team put together its goals for the year, it was mindful of our past history and the theme for Rotary 2000: Act With Consistency, Credibility, Continuity. So, in the spirit of the new theme, our leadership team did act with consistency and credibility by putting forth goals that would allow our club to continue the tradition of meeting or exceeding district standards and achieving the presidential and governor’s citations for its planned activities.


R.I.’s new President Carlo Ravizza urged each club to “transform members into committed Rotarians.” He urged club members to become more involved in their club and its projects. Our club took up his suggestion by attempting to have every member involved in some aspect of the club’s projects. Everyone was expected to play some leadership role. We expanded our club’s board by adding an assistant treasurer and an assistant secretary. We invited each director to name another member as his or her principal assistant during the year, and we announced once again our club would name its Rotarian of the Year based on a person’s service to our club and his or hers help in achieving its goals.


As far as programs are concerned we kicked off the year with the installation of our officers, and a special program regarding what to do in case a hurricane came ashore at Hilton Head Island. Chief Jay Harter provided details of the evacuation plan for the Town of Hilton Head Island. The following week we heard from Mayor and fellow Rotarian Tom Peeples, about the “State of the Town” and its plans for the coming year. And, we finished up July with a visit from another fellow Rotarian and President of the Chamber of Commerce Bill Miles who told us about the Chamber’s plans for the coming year. President Tom had taken a personal interest in securing good speakers and his efforts in July convinced everyone his commitment to having a long line of good programs would happen throughout his term in office. President Tom also continued our tradition of toasting another Rotary club somewhere in the world; he chose to toast a club each week that was chartered not more than two years ago.


As for membership, we inducted our first new member in July, when Len Cyrlin joined our ranks under the classification of Administrator Nursing Home. Len would later change his classification to Wholesale Food Distributor before having to resign from the club for personal reasons in February 2000. At the time of Len’s induction however our club was optimistic about its plans to add fifteen new members during the year 1999/2000. 


In August, our optimism was somewhat boosted when we inducted Allen R. (Randy) Lindstrom, under the classification of Firefighter, and Dave Miller under the classification of Emergency Room Nursing. We also completed our club’s classification survey, and it provided us an even greater determination to recruit new members. But, while we were adding two new members in August, and thought we could fill in many open classifications, we also said goodbye to Charter Member Madeline Chandler when she moved and had to resign. 

Our string of good programs continued in August. We heard from Karen Branch about the Child Abuse Are Shelter, from fellow Rotarian Frank Gibson about artificial fishing reefs, and especially about the artificial reefs in our area. We heard from Kay Black about Volunteers in Medicine, Karen McKenna about the Healthy Communities Initiative and from Herman Gaither about Beaufort County Schools.


No meeting was held September 7 due to Labor Day, but on September 13, we honored Charter Member Jim Bristow by staging a going-away-party of sorts by donning cowboy hats and scarves in his honor. Jim was leaving Hilton Head Island for a new job near Houston, Texas. That same evening, we inducted M.C. Strong under the classification of Chamber of Commerce, so we gained one new member, but lost another. We would experience this plus one minus one situation again during the year, but at this point in the year we were still optimistic about our goal for new member additions.


In September, we also got a report on the state of Hilton Head High School from Principal Bill Harner, and learned something about intuition and trusting our senses from Gail Ferguson. Our string of excellent programs continued.


We began October by inducting John Saponara under the classification of Chiropractor, and immediately enlisted John to work at the Haunted House later in the month. But, alas that plus one minus one occurred again when Marshall Katz had to resign for health reasons. Our string of good programs continued however as Steve Ocean told us about living in China as a teacher of English. And, we heard from Dean Moss about the Beaufort Jasper Water Authority and the pipeline and Savannah River projects.


On October 18, District Governor Anne Matthews visited our club the same night our Vocational Service Committee was honoring guidance teachers from the high school. Governor Anne, an educator herself, stressed the importance of bringing educators and youthful minded members into our clubs. In so doing, she stressed the positive benefits we would derive from our support of youth and education projects. Our club was now successfully engaged in Youth Exchange having sponsored an in-bound student from Spain. Past-president Alan Coyne was personally overseeing this project, and throughout the year Borja Urzaiz and his host families participated with us at both meetings and other special occasions. We would also be delighted to learn before he returned home to Spain that Borja not only mastered English, but was inducted into the National Honors Society at Hilton Head High School. Our club was certainly proud of him, and thankful for our participation in Youth Exchange.


We finished October with another successful Haunted House project at the Hilton Head Island Recreation Center. The project not only raised a little money, but it also brought much enjoyment to the 300+ participants. We were assisted in this effort by the Rotaract Club of Hilton Head Island.


November was a very interesting month as far as programs were concerned. We had a little bit of everything. Abe Grant provided us with a personal history of Hilton Head Island, especially how it was during its earliest development. Sheriff and fellow Rotarian P.J. Tanner spoke about his department and its budget. District Governor Nominee Marshall Bryant came to give his preview of what 2000-2001 might be like. Past District Governor Paul Allen spoke about the Rotary Foundation and the Benefactor program. PDG Paul also sprinkled in a little something about the Ten Star Rotarian program, a program he initiated at the Five Points Rotary Club. We also held the club’s annual Oyster Roast at Abe’s; a great time was had by all who attended. We concluded the month with officer nominations for 2000-2001, and by hearing about tax increment financing from fellow Rotarian and Town Manager, Steve Riley.


In November, our club inducted Michael N. Trigg under the classification of Savings and Loan, Dr. Richard H. (Rick) Anderson into our ranks under the classification of Past Service-Psychiatry, as well as John R. Parente under the classification of Travel Agency.


In December, we not only voted in our next team of officers and directors, but we also accelerated our members gifts to the Rotary Foundation by advancing sustaining member contributions for all. Essentially, each sustaining member got credit for a full year’s $100 contribution by December 31, 1999 by virtue of this action. In the election we voted the following slate of officers and directors:




John F. Day – President




Bryant Owens – President-elect




Bill Lancaster – Vice –president




Len Cyrlin – Secretary




John Saponara – Assistant-secretary




Mike Manesiotis – Treasurer




Tom DeWitt – Assistant-treasurer




Susan Starr – Director of Club Service




Susan Layne – Director of Community Service




Rob Seebohm – Director Vocational Service




Isam Sakati – Director of International Service




Tony Bento – Sergeant-at-Arms


As mentioned above, Len Cyrlin resigned in February therefore at that time the board unanimously approved John Saponara as Secretary for 2000-2001, and appointed M.C. Strong to the position of Assistant-secretary.


In December, we inducted Scott Stuckey under the classification of Nursing Home Administrator, and before the ink was dry on the forms, Scott had to resign because he had been reassigned to another location. Talk about win some and lose some.


As 1999 was coming to a close, we continued to enjoy an excellent mix of programs and special events. During December, we heard from Kathi Bateson about the Self Family Arts Center. We learned about the Town’s plans to deal with Y2K and its potential problems from Tom Fultz and Jay Harter. (You will recall Chief Harter also spoke to us also about hurricane preparedness. Either he likes us or the food served by the Hilton Resort. In any event, his attendance record was terrific.) On December 13, the Hilton Resort prepared a special feast for our Christmas celebration. Spouses and other friends of our club attended and we all had a great time at this the last meeting in 1999.


The year 2000 arrived. We were now entering the new millennium. Our plans for the year 1999-2000 were proceeding well, but as we started into the new calendar year we realized the next several months would be very busy for us. Members were already planning to attend the Mid-year Assembly in Sumter in January. We knew we would be gearing up for the District Conference to be held at the Hilton Resort in March, and then the MCI Classic in April. We also knew we needed to assess how we were doing versus the goals we set at the start of Rotary year 1999-2000, so we held an open Board Meeting on January 17 for this purpose. And, at other meetings in January, we still had time to learn about Deep Well from Ruth Germany, the Rape Crisis Center from Constance Gibbs, about the career of a firefighter from a retired LA Fire Chief Jack Bennett, and about the United Way from Chuck Holle.


As mentioned above, the District 7770 Conference was to be held at the Hilton Resort in March. Karen Lavery, the conference’s site coordinator spoke to us on February 7 about the conference and the role our club would be playing at the conference. We were being asked to handle registration and to man an information desk at the conference. In addition, we would be building a display for inclusion in the House of Friendship to tell conference attendees about our club and its many projects. 


February is a month dedicated to things of the heart. On Valentine’s Day we had a special program and heard from Paula Harper Bethea. Later in the month, we heard from Ted Druhot about the Palmetto Chapter of the American Red Cross, and from Jeff Hedredite about Lost Hope Funds.


Heidi Gardner, Fitness Director at Sun City spoke and sang to us at our first meeting in March. The following week, the Group Study Exchange team from Finland visited us, and we made final preparations for the District Conference starting on Friday, March 17. Needless to say, the District Conference kept a number of our members quite busy the whole week, but all went well and once again it was announced our club had again achieved both a presidential and governor’s citation. At the conference, Bill Burke did an excellent job with our House of Friendship display, and we were all very proud of what it depicted. We concluded March with another excellent program when Ted Behling spoke to us about how to shop safely on the Internet.


At our first meeting in April, Cary Corbitt spoke to us about the MCI Classic, Sea Pines, and the Harbour Town Projects from the Sea Pines Company prospective. The following week the MCI Classic would begin, and once again our club would be supplying volunteers to run a concession booth near the 10th tee, and the 19th Hole in Harbour Town. Earlier in the year, our club also agreed to coordinate for the Heritage Classic Foundation its inaugural “Birdies for Charity” program. We contacted over one hundred seventy-five charities throughout South Carolina, built a computer database to record pledges, and then followed up with all those who made a pledge. Essentially, the pledge maker agreed to pay anything from one cent to one dollar per birdie scored at the tournament. In June, the Heritage Classic Foundation matched the contributions received and approximately $9,000 was sent to the charities designated.


The week of April 10-16, Heritage Week, our club members were kept quite busy, but the financial reward to our club was substantial. Our club received in excess of $25,000 for its efforts, allowing us to agree to purchase an old EMS vehicle for later donation to the hospital project in the Congo being spearheaded by Dikembe Matumbo of Atlanta Hawks fame. But, the most important aspect of the week was the great fellowship all enjoyed working together in service to others during the tournament.


Also in April, we heard from Bonnie Lawrence about CODA (Citizens Opposed to Domestic Violence), and we watched a segment aired by CBS on 60 Minutes about the Congo hospital project. In May, our long string of interesting programs would continue when we heard from Bart Brophy about ACCESS Disability Action Center and his life as a disabled person. We heard from Dr. Charles Bertrand about his role as an expert witness involving cases dealing with medicine and the law. Judge Dudley Ruffalo told us about his full-time municipal court and the types of cases he heard. And, finally we heard from Ed Smalls about his efforts to bring awareness about adolesant pregnancy prevention to children referred the Low County Human Development group in Camp St. Mary’s.


In May, we elected President Tom Fieldstead as Club Rotarian of the Year. An honor he so well deserved. For President Tom not only stepped up to the presidency ahead of what some might have thought was a year or two ahead of schedule, but he had an outstanding year. He truly proved he is an outstanding Rotarian. The formal announcement of this honor was made at the final (special) meeting of the year on June 24.

Late in May, the 1999-2000 and 2000-2001 officers and directors met at a joint meeting to discuss club business. Our club assembly scheduled for June 19 was rapidly approaching so everyone was busy finalizing plans for 2000-2001. At that meeting, it was decided the memberships of Dave Miller and Teresa Moffett had to be terminated. 


We began June on a very high note. We were honored to have a special guest, Dikembe Matumbo. Mr. Matumbo came to accept the EMS vehicle our club purchased to assist his humanitarian efforts in the Congo. At a meeting attended by more than 154 members and guests, we learned about the hospital Mr. Matumbo was planning to build in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and how the vehicle would be used to serve the people. Our club announced its intentions to donate more equipment and materials for the project, and of our interest in pursuing a Living Water project and other humanitarian efforts with him over the next couple of years.


On June 19, we held our Club Assembly before our regular weekly meeting and presented to Assistant Governor Bill Slaughter our plans for 2000-2001. At our regular meeting that same evening, President Tom paid special recognition to club members who had exemplified Service Above Self by their service to the club during the year. We concluded the Rotary year 1999-2000 with a special meeting on June 24. The theme for the June 24 meeting was: This is Your Life As A Rotary Club President, Tom Fieldstead.

The June 24 meeting, or more accurately party, was held at the Shorehouse. It was a special evening for it allowed our club and invited guests to share great fellowship and laughs as we roasted our out-going president, Tom Fieldstead. President Tom was presented with an apron that by evenings end was adorned with props depicting some aspect of the things we did during his year as our club’s president. In addition, President Tom was presented with a scrapbook containing photos and other items about his year as a Rotary club president. Everyone had a great time roasting President Tom. Unfortunately that same evening we learned that Judy Hastings would be resigning from the club effective June 30; Judy and her husband were moving back to Charleston.


We had had a great year. We achieved most of our goals, while acting with consistency, credibility and continuity. We were acutely aware of where we had fallen short, and we were ready to Create Awareness about our failures in order to Take Action and achieve the goals we would set for 2000-2001.

“By Creating Awareness and Taking Action, we can build a Rotary for the 21st century-a Rotary that will enhance our communities and improve our world for generations to come.”

Frank J. Devlyn, R.I. President 2000-2001

Chapter 6

Rotary Year

July 1, 2000 to June 20, 2001

The year 2000-01 was an exciting, challenging, and different year for our club. After two years as our club’s president-elect, John F. Day assumed the mantle of president. Bryant Owens became our president-elect, John Saponara our secretary, Michael Manesiotis continued as treasurer, Bill Lancaster became our club’s vice-president, and Tony Bento became our sergeant-at-arms. Susan Starr continued as our Club Services Director, Rob Seebohm continued as our Vocational Service Director, and Isam Sakati continued as our club’s International Service Director. Susan Layne became our club’s new Community Service Director.

The year was exciting because all Rotary clubs had been challenged by R.I. President Frank Devlyn to Create Awareness and Take Action to build their clubs, to use the latest technologies available to do so, and to continue doing good in the world. R.I. President Frank wanted us to be proactive, and approach our tasks with renewed vigor, dedication, and commitment. Toward that end our club instituted a series of Fireside Chats with the principal purpose of making our club stronger. We hoped to discover what members liked and disliked about the club, and to then take action to improve real and perceived deficiencies. We also organized and staged a Rotary Information Meeting geared toward non-Rotarians in an effort to grow and let others in the community know about Rotary and our club. 

The year was challenging in many ways, especially for our president John Day. John had a recurrence of health problems that prevented him from being with us each and every week. This allowed our president-elect Bryant Owens an opportunity to assume the mantle of leadership on many occasions, and although he did so with some nervousness, he performed extremely well each time he did so. Our vice-president Bill Lancaster also had health set backs, as did several other members of our club. We also were challenged severely over our members’ attitudes about membership growth and the classification principle, as well as other club matters. And while we had some set backs, for the most part our club weathered the storms encountered and grew stronger in the process.

The year was different because we had occasion to laugh a lot when we were challenged to contribute to the CART Fund in order to see PDG Jim Warren get his head shaved. It was different because we discovered we could overcome differences of opinion for the Good of Rotary. It was different because we had occasion to honor more new Paul Harris Fellows in our club. And, it was different because we realized we needed to pull together for the good our club and that no one of us had all the answers to how our club should function. And, it was different because it allowed us to face and overcome more difficulties than we could have imagined, and then gain additional inner strength to continue on to serve others.

The year began with the installation of our club officers and directors on July 10, 2000. Assistant Governor Bill Slaughter presided over the installation and reminded us of Rotary’s goals for the year. The following week we held an open meeting to discuss our goals and objectives for the year 2000-2001. For the year, we set the following goals:

1. Meet or exceed District Standards through the programs and projects identified in the four avenues of service.

2. Show that the Sunset Rotary Club applies the four-way test to everything the club does.

3. Build our membership of Rotarians within the current membership by involving each member in club activities.

4. Build membership by challenging and rewarding our existing members to sponsor a friend or acquaintance.

5. Increase attendance by making meetings fun and informative through the active recruitment of motivating speakers.

6. Through the accomplishment of the stated goals achieve a Presidential and Governor’s Citation.

By year-end, our club did once again achieve a Presidential and Governor’s Citation maintaining our unbroken string of such successes. Each year since we were chartered we have been awarded both citations, and for this we can all be proud. For it showed despite some difficult times we can come together to achieve our goals.

In order to achieve a presidential citation during 2000-2001 we had to complete a number of things in our club, in our community, and in our world. Our club did the following to achieve its presidential citation:

In our club:

· We held a Rotary seminar dedicated to recruiting new members by inviting 60 non-Rotarians to an informational meeting on September 14, 2000. Thirty individuals attended and four joined our club.

· We recognized the club member who sponsored the most new members during the Rotary year, and made the sponsorship of new members one of the important requirements for anyone to be selected “Rotarian of the Year.”

· We assisted four members who were transferred out of our area to join a Rotary club in their new locations.

· We held a special meeting to educate our members on available resources from R.I. to help them grow and learn more about Rotary.

In our community:

· We donated $500 to the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island to assist them with their “Gift of Life” project.

· We established a yearly $500 scholarship to help support a graduating senior involved in the Junior Navy ROTC program at Hilton Head High School.

· We provided each child served by The Children’s Center, a non-profit childcare facility for the disadvantaged, with several new books as a Christmas gift, and we donated money to the facility for its general operations.

· We conducted a Halloween party for 350 children who participated in our Haunted House project at the Island Recreation Center.

· We conducted a project at The Spring Girls Cottage in Bluffton, SC focused on education of female children.

· We donated two dental chairs to the Volunteers in Medicine.

In our world:

· We once again donated $500 to the R.I. PolioPlus Project.

· We sponsored a Youth Exchange student from Brazil, agreed to sponsor an in-coming student from Japan in 2001-2002, and we sponsored one and one-half outbound students, sharing one student with the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island.

· We added eight new Benefactors.

· We provided an ambulance plus other medical items to a hospital project in the Congo, Africa.

· We collected more than $5,500 for the CART Fund, a project of special emphasis promoted by District 7770 to held fund research into Alzheimer’s disease.

We qualified and received the District Governor’s Citation by:

· Increasing our membership as of March 26, 2001 by six members.

· Adding eight new Benefactors.

· Adding four new Paul Harris Fellows.

· Increasing our Paul Harris Sustaining Members by five members.

· Having four members volunteering at our local schools as mentors.

· Providing assistance to The Children’s Center.

· Providing medical equipment and supplies to the hospital project in the Congo, Africa.

· Having four PHF, PHFSM, and Benefactors attend the Rotary Foundation Recognition Dinner in Charleston in February 2001.

· Our president participating in the 2000 PETS, District Assembly, and the 2001 District Assembly and District Conference.

On July 31, 2000, we held our club’s first fireside chat. We would hold three more before the end of August, and as noted above these sessions were intended to make our club stronger. Past-president Ed Dowaschinski moderated each of the sessions, and out of them came sixteen specific suggestions to make our club stronger. One of the suggestions caused club members to become more fully aware of the words of the Four-Way Test. Another created an opportunity for anyone in the club to bring something to the club’s attention for the Good of Rotary each week during the year, while another promoted the concept of the “Happy Dollar” to announce some good fortune of a member or someone in their family. The Fireside Chats also highlighted for everyone the importance of good programs, and importance of providing advance notice of upcoming programs in order to stimulate interest and better attendance.

Our programs during the year were quite varied and generally quite good. We had the pleasure of hearing from notable sports figures, authors, health care providers, motivational speakers, and others who told us about their work in our community or in the world. We were visited by two notable sports personalities. The first came in July, when Coach Jim Carlen spoke to us about sports players, and the bad influences that surround them. We were delighted sometime later in the year when Coach Jim joined our ranks as an Honorary Rotarian. In March, Coach Dick Harter visited us, and told us about his forty-five years as a basketball coach beginning at the high school level and culminating in the NBA. His story was most interesting, and everyone had a lot of questions about some of his more notable insider tidbits. Past-president Al Gnesin of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island spoke to us on July 31, 2000 about his career in the oil business. Al traveled the world as an employee of Mobil Oil, and his talk provided us with a better idea about the oil business, and what effects the price of the fuel we buy at the pump.

 We inducted our first new members of the year in August when we inducted Cinda Seamon under the classification of Administrative-General and Rev. Bob Strachan under the classification Clergy-Protestant. As far as programs were concerned, Roger Ackerman gave us an update on the CART Fund, Ed Dowaschinski spoke about how to use technology to learn more about Rotary and help us do a better job in Rotary, and Amy Schaefer told us about the Hilton Head Island’s Chamber of Commerce efforts to build the work force on Hilton Head Island. Roger Ackerman would again visit us on April 16, 2001 to receive a check for $1,000 because of PDG Jim Warren’s challenge to the club. The challenge came about because PDG Jim wanted Coach Jim Carlen to join our club as an honorary member. Coach Jim said he would agree provide PDG would agree to get a haircut. At the time Coach Jim made his request, PDG Jim had his “beach bum” look, so PDG Jim figured he might be able to help raise some money for CART, so he challenged us to raise $1,000 for his head shaving. Within two minutes the money was pledged and soon thereafter collected in full.

In September, Chief Jay Harter the Town of Hilton Head’s Emergency Director told us about the town’s emergency plans. Jill Golden, Director of the Hilton Head Hospitality Association told us about plans to help continue to make our island one of the world’s most popular tourist sites. We also had our first open meeting to discuss club business, and staged our first Rotary Information meeting geared toward non-Rotarians in September. 

In October, we unfortunately lost two members when Joan Bryan and Mike Trigg resigned from the club. Mike found himself traveling a lot back and forth to Ohio, and his new job duties made it very difficult for him to partake in our activities. Joan also had a work related reason for resigning. Both will be missed. Our October programs included a fun night with Joseph the Magician, plus a series of motivation speakers. We had a night when we learned something about public speaking and motivation from Dave Oakes. We heard from author and inventor John Bloomfield about what motivated him to become a writer. And, we learned how to keep a positive attitude from Mary Nestor. 

In November, we would hear from Bree Wilkes about the Low Country Legal Clinic, hold our first fellowship night of the Rotary year, an oyster roast at the Hilton’s Shorehouse, and induct three new members Warren Rodkin (Classification: Retail Carpet Sales), Jerry Gardner (Classification: Past Service-Airline Pilot), and Truitt Rabun (Classification: Landscape Architect). We also re-inducted Marshall Katz in November under the classification of Utilities-Water; Marshall had resigned due to illness, so we were delighted he could rejoin us after recuperating from his illness. We also had another open meeting discussion about club business. Unfortunately, we also lost a member during the month when Dick Saunders resigned over a classification dispute.

In December, we would once again ring the bell for the Salvation Army on two successive Saturdays and raise almost $1,700 in the process. We would hear from Suzanne Hinteregger about Habitat for Humanity, and have the pleasure of listening to Larry Mercer’s Hilton Head High Choral Group perform songs of the season. Dr. Jay Kalan spoke to us about heart care facilities and advanced treatment becoming available to us at Hilton Head Hospital. We also had our second fellowship night with our annual Christmas Party at the Hilton Resort, and welcomed back John McMahon under the classification of Golf Professional. But, unfortunately we would see Stan Leavitt resign from the club at the end of the month.

In December, we also voted for the leadership team for 2001-2002. We elected Bryant Owens to be our president. Susan Starr was elected vice-president. Morris Young was elected president-elect. John Saponara was re-elected secretary. Cinda Seamon was elected treasurer. Bill Burke was elected Director of Club Services. Susan Layne was re-elected Community Services Director. Isam Sakati was re-elected International Services Director. And, John Parente was elected as Director of Vocational Service. The newly elected officers and directors then re-appointed Tony Bento as Sergeant-at-Arms.

In January, we heard from Dr. David Maurer about ear and nose treatments, from Rhetta Yount about Heroes on Horseback, and from Rebecca Sturgis about Literacy Volunteers of the Lowcountry. On January 15, Coach Jim Carlen would join our ranks as PDG Jim Warren lost his hair and became a bald “beach bum.” And, Karin Condame joined the club under the classification of Recreational Services.

February’s programs included a visit from Jaret Daniels who told us and showed us slides about the Butterfly Kingdom. Frank Soule, Director of the Island Rec Center, told us about their plans for the year, and Principal Helen Ryan of Hilton Head High School provided us with a report on the school and its programs. In February, our club would participate in a joint community service project with the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island when it volunteered to serve breakfast to the island’s public safety workers. In February, we would also induct two new members when Gregg Zuccker would join us under the classification of Management Services, and John Parente would rejoin us under the classification of Telecommunications Services. We also lost a member when Kim Bowen resigned because of her inability to attend meetings.

On March 8, all the area clubs held a joint meeting with DG Marshall Bryant as the keynote speaker. And, as all joint meetings have been in the past, it was a great night of fellowship, as well as a pleasure to have our District Governor with us. On March 12, our club held a special meeting to honor the Firefighter if the Year. Later in the month, we would also hear about Palmetto Electric Cooperative and electric rates from fellow Rotarian Tom Trout. Membership changes also occurred during March. Jim Hilferty (Classification: Past Service-Marketing) and Brandi Patterson (Classification: Telephone Utility) joined the club, and Rev. Bob Strachan resigned due to his inability to attend our meetings. 

April, as usual, was another busy month for our club. Besides our work at the WorldCom Classic, we would welcome the GSE team from Germany, get a CART update from Roger Ackerman, meet and hear from Dr. Michael Szynski about audiology, and have the pleasure of learning more about some of our club’s newest members. Late in April, President John Day, Morris Young and Ed Dowaschinski represented our club at the District Conference in Myrtle Beach where President John was presented with the Presidential Citation and District Governor’s Citation. And, we bid farewell to Russ Hughes when he and his wife moved to Arizona. 

In May, Cinda Seamon spoke to us about the Rape Crisis Center of the Lowcountry. Homer “Hawk” Kiefer, past-president of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island, would tell us about his writing an historical novel, and Laura Hill would tell us about the Toastmasters and how their program helps folks become better public speakers. We also lost another member in May when Warren Rodkin resigned.

In June, we would hear about the development of the Ferguson tract from Frank Soule, and learn about the efforts of club members Cinda Seamon and Tony Bento as mentors in the Hilton Head schools. In addition, we would have our annual membership appreciation night, and traditional roast, but more on that later. At our appreciation night on June 18, we thanked all who volunteered their time and talent to help our club. Each of the Youth Exchange families were introduced by Alan Coyne, thanked, and awarded a plaque as a token of our appreciation. All workers at our WORLDCOM CLASSIC 1 and 9 concession booth and 19th hole concession received a Distinguished Service Citation and our thanks for their service. President John Day awarded special plaques to his officers and directors, and Susan Starr was named Rotarian of the Year. As usual, the Hilton Resort staff served our needs well beyond our rightful expectations, and we recognized in a special way Peter Sivco for his attention to detail and for always being there to make our meeting space and meals outstanding. Membership changes also occurred in June when both Rob Seebohm and M.C. Strong resigned, but we were able to induct Paul Franks, Jr into the club under the classification of Residential Real Estate.

Our final meeting of the year, on held on June 25. It was our night to roast President John Day. The theme for the party was a take-ff of the show Survivor. Club members were assigned to one of four tribes: Cocha, Obangi, Bwana, and Aragundi. We held the meeting at the Shorehouse. Dress was casual in keeping with the survivor theme, and after feasting on a scrumptious seafood dinner, each tribe exhibited their survivor skills and competed in a trivia contest. It was once again our opportunity to poke fun at ourselves, and in this year of excitement, challenge, and for many a very different sort of year, we celebrated our ability to survive as a club looking forward to the challenges of the future. On reflection we realized we had survived a tough year for our club, but we knew much lies ahead for us in Rotary.

 In June, our club would be represented at the Rotary International Convention held in San Antonio June 24 to 27 by President-elect Bryant Owens and Past-president Ed Dowaschinski. And, on June 28, we held our Club Assembly with Assistant Governor Bernie Riedel to discuss our goals and objectives for 2001-2002. The theme for the new Rotary year of Mankind is Our Business was reflected in our goals and objectives for they recognized the importance of membership increases, enhancing Rotary’s and our club’s image, providing education and training for our members, and the need to develop and improve all that we would do in the coming year.

We were ready to join in Rotary’s Global Quest for new members to allow us to serve others. We were committed to the principle that Mankind is Our Business, and so we ended the year by outlining our plans for the next year in our club’s history thankful for this last night of Rotary year 2000-2001 and looking forward to Rotary year 2001-2002.

“There are only two kinds of people in the world who really count – those who make commitments and those who keep them.”

John Adams

Chapter 7
Rotary Year

July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002


When we look back on this Rotary year we remember it as a difficult year for our club. It was not as successful as other earlier years. It was a year that tested us. It was a year when some commitments were made and broken. But, it was also a year we made other commitments and lived up to them, and in doing so we improved the quality of life of others. In the end, it is fair to say our club tried to fulfill the two commitments R.I. President Richard D. King asked from all clubs when he chose the theme Mankind is Our Business. President King asked all clubs to extend “compassion and practical aid to those whose lives have been afflicted by poverty, disease, ignorance, and natural disaster,” and he asked us “to help…those who simply need a little assistance to get their lives on track.” So, despite the difficulties we encountered, we completed another year in service to others, and for that we all should be proud.

During Rotary year  2001-2002 our club seemed to lose some of the focus we had previously, and despite our commitment to the ideals embodied in Rotary’s Global Quest for new members, we had a net loss in membership including several former leaders of our club. It is not easy to survive this sort of meltdown, especially when it seemed so much division existed between various factions of the club, but in the end we did survive. And, a new commitment to service was reached. Hopefully, because of this difficult year, we learned a valuable lesson in tolerance allowing us to go forward with a renewed sense of commitment through service to others and proclaim with Rotarians everywhere that Mankind is Our Business.

When our club president for 2001-2002, Bryant Owens, assumed the mantle of leadership he and his fellow officers and board members fashioned a plan that recognized the importance of membership increases, of enhancing Rotary’s and our club’s image, and of education and training of our members. They thought the plan they crafted would improve the way we did things, so we began the year with high expectations.

Bryant was joined by Morris Young as president-elect, Susan Starr as vice-president, John Saponara as secretary, Cinda Seamon as treasurer, Bill Burke as Director of Club Service, Susan Layne as Director of Community Service, John Parente as Director of Vocational Service, Isam Sakati as Director of International Service, and Tony Bento as Sergeant-at-Arms. By the end of the year five of these elected officers had resigned from the club. In addition, past-president John Day, the other member of the 2001-2002 board, found it again difficult due to health and other family matters to play a significant leadership role in the club. 

The first member of the board to depart was John Parente. Greg Zuccker replaced John in October and immediately proved he was up to the job when he spoke to the club about vocational service and ways all of us could contribute something to our club and our community through our jobs and professions. Sometime later past-president John Day began having recurring medical problems making it difficult for him to participate on a regular basis, this would ultimately require past-president John to request a leave of absence causing President Bryant to lose another valuable member of his team. Bill Burke also had to curtail his involvement in the club due to business pressures brought on by the aftermath of the September 11 terrorism attacks on our country. 

We should have realized then, right after the September 11 attacks, that nothing would ever be quite the same. Our country was being tested, and so were we. As Rotarians, we wanted to encourage the advancement of international understanding, good will and peace throughout the world. At no time in history did it seem as appropriate for all men of good will to put aside what divides them, and to seek solutions to the problems that cause hatred. But, the reality of the time caused September 11 to happen and our club would find the events of this Rotary year bringing much pain to many including our club.

Prior to December, when the election of new officers and directors would take place, it became apparent despite the good intentions of many that our club was having great difficulty. It seemed we had lost focus. It seemed we needed to do something to help stimulate dialogue and rebuild the sense of fellowship and commitment we had in the past. Many of us questioned decisions that were being made, and many began voicing strong opinions about a whole series of issues.

For example, at an early board meeting a decision was made to lend financial support to the new park that was being built at the Ferguson/Singleton tract off Highway 278. When the matter was brought before the membership some questioned the project. As a result, the board agreed to appoint a special committee headed by Larry Simons to consider the questioned project and also to consider other projects the club might support in the community. After several meetings, the special committee reported back and presented four projects it felt the club could support. Two of the projects required a long-term financial commitment, while the other two did not. When a vote was taken at the special meeting called to discuss all four projects a majority of the members present voted to support a project that would help bring water and sewer lines to Ward One residents. This vote would almost immediately cause a wider division among the membership.

Another example involved the election process. In accordance with past practice the past-presidents of the club met to discuss who should be nominated to fill each position for the 2002-2003 Rotary year. Prior to their meeting, input was sought from president-elect Morris Young and vice-president Susan Starr. Others were also asked what role they wanted to play, and based upon the various discussions, a slate of nominees were presented to the club. And, despite the fact that no nominations were made from the floor, and the slate presented was elected unanimously, some in the club questioned whether the process was conducted in accordance with the rules. Some of those who had not been nominated questioned why they had not been nominated, so it was decided to throw out the election and a new election ordered. This resulted in a new slate being elected, including two who had been passed over the first time. Then, instead of stability taking hold more chaos prevailed, and this new chaos lead ultimately to three more resignations when Susan Starr, Susan Layne, and John Saponara resigned. The latter two resignations coming from members who were subsequently nominated and elected when the first election process was thrown out.   

Following the Starr, Layne, and Saponara resignations, it became abundantly clear our club was is deep trouble of collapsing. Something had to be done to get us back on track. It was clear to many we needed to refocus and rededicate ourselves to the ideals of Rotary. And so, in the interest of preserving what we had and building for the future a special club Fireside Chat occurred after a regular meeting. A lot was said during the chat, and at a subsequent meeting of the board, and while a positive outcome was not immediate we did see signs of improvement. We began to see a willingness to apply the Four-Way Test in all we say and do. And, we could see President Bryant trying to get us back on the track to openness and friendly dialogue. But alas, despite such efforts more fallout would occur when another charter member, Bill Lancaster, would resign.

Rotary year 2001-2002 was a difficult year, but several positive things did occur. It was not a year filled with only chaos and unhappiness. We did accomplish much even though it was the first year since we were chartered that we did not achieve a presidential or district governor’s citation. 

During the year we were cited for our efforts to successfully fulfill a dream we embarked upon two years earlier, when Isam Sakati reported to us that R.I. and District 7770 matched our $10,000 for the Living Water Project and we were now ready to send four water purifying plants to Honduras. We once again helped stage a very successful Haunted House, this time at Honey Horn. We rang the bell for the Salvation Army manning two locations for the first time: one at Harris-Teeter in Park Plaza, and another at the Bi-Lo at Circle Square. We participated with the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island in a breakfast for police and firefighters. We honored the firefighter of the year at a special meeting in March. We manned and staffed the concession between the first and ninth fairways of the Harbour Town Golf Links during the WORLDCOM CLASSIC…The Heritage of Golf and the Michelob 19th Hole in Harbour Town. We again coordinated the Birdies for Charity program for the Heritage Classic Foundation. And because of these tournament related activites, we raised considerable funds to support our club’s charitable projects and the CART Fund.

Our programs during the early part of the year were not as well planned out, but we did have some good ones. And, when Truitt Rabun assumed the role of Club Service Director, we could see his positive energy at work in subsequent programs. Our programs included a talk about Hilton Head Heroes by Lila Nelson. We learned about the Heritage Library Foundation from Tom Hanahan. Past Assistant District Governor Bill Slaughter told us about the Coastal Discovery Museum and its plans for Honey Horn. Mayor Tom Peeples provided us with an update on the Town of Hilton Head Island plans for the future, and Mayor Hank Johnson of Bluffton talked to us about his town’s future development controls and practices. Assistant District Governor Bernie Riedel spoke to us about District 7770 happenings and its Ambassadorial Scholarship goals. We learned about diamonds from Deborah Forsythe Berling and about fitness and motivation from Kevin Useldinger. Jill Biggs told us about United Way of Beaufort County. Susan Friedman spoke to us about the Audubon Society, and David Burke told us about the SC Pharmacy Association. We received a visit from District Governor Dr. Hal Salisbury in October, and again on April 12 some of us had the privilege of hearing him speak at the 35th anniversary celebration of the Rotary Club of Hilton Head Island. We also heard from fellow member and Fire Chief Tom Fieldstead about fire safety and an award his department received naming it one of the best in the world. We heard from Sheriff P.J. Tanner about law enforcement in Beaufort County. We heard about emergency evacuation plans from Jay Harter and town planning from Jill Foster. We hosted the GSE team from the Caribbean, and were entertained by our Youth Exchange students at a special meeting held at Brick Oven Pizza. We heard about tournament security matters post September 11 from Steve Wilmot and George Breed. Elaine Winter told us about Alzheimer’s Respite & Resource. We heard about watershed preservation from Fred Holland, and we were entertained by fellow Rotarian Keith Bogart’s magic at a special fellowship night in May. Matt Pheiffer along with two of his Hilton Head High School Navy ROTC cadets told us about their program and took the occasion to thank us for the $500 scholarship we provided to them. Angie Greenfield told us all about the Greater Island Committee and its goals and objectives. And, Nancy Weber reviewed the mission of the Technical College of the Lowcountry and how it serves our area. In all, we had another year of diverse programs and we all learned something along the way. 

On April 29, 2002, nearly five years to the day from our club’s first Charter Night, we celebrated our club’s fifth anniversary. Our past presidents provided comments about their year (or year and one-half), and it seemed evident our club had successfully turned a corner with a renewed sense of vision and commitment. The year 2001-2002 was rapidly coming to an end, and before we knew it our new officers and directors would be presenting plans for 2002-2003, but more on that later.

When we reflect on 2001-2002, we recall the fact all clubs in District 7770 like our club made a commitment at the start of the year to enhance Rotary’s and our club’s image. We had agreed to educate and train our members, and let others know about Rotary. We fulfilled those commitments by placing an ad about Rotary in The Island Packet, and by having members attend numerous district meetings, including a Membership Seminar, the District Conference, and several District Assemblies. We conducted a Rotary Information meeting inviting friends and associates to a meeting to learn more about Rotary. And, in accordance with Rotary’s Global Quest we had hoped to grow our membership, but unfortunately we had a net loss for the year even though we were proud to have Mike Papaionu, Jim Cuppia, Hans Lobel, Bonnie Hunt, Rick Dextraze, and Gordon Deal join the club during the year.

The year 2001-2002 proved to be quite a year filled with many ups and downs, but when we evaluate it carefully we must remember it was a year that we did extend compassion and practical aid to others. We did help some get their lives back on track. We did so in the following ways. First, as mentioned above, our club did arrange to send four water purifying plants to Honduras to help bring clean drinking water to those who had little ever since hurricanes ravaged their country. Second, due to the efforts of past-president Alan Coyne and his wife our club extended a helping hand and financial aid to assist the parents of a 7 year-old San Pedro Sula, Honduras boy, Delver Aguirre, obtain much needed surgery. And, along with the firefighters of Hilton Head and Bluffton many of us helped plan and stage an appreciation week for Ground Zero firefighters from New York giving them a week to unwind and get their lives back on track. We can and should be proud of these accomplishments for they exemplified our motto of Service Above Self and helped put aside the difficulties we encountered during the year.

Ever since the election in December, president-elect Morris Young began planning his year as president of our club. Morris attended the District Conference, PETS, and many of the other assemblies to prepare for his year. He also had to deal with the losses of key members of the club. The resignations of key club members not only created problems for President Bryant, but they also had an effect on president-elect Morris because four of those who resigned were to have served during 2002-2003. Undaunted president-elect Morris assembled the following group to serve with him:

President-elect 2003-2004 –

Vice-president – Past President Alan Coyne

Secretary – Paul Franks, Jr.

Treasurer – Mike Papaionu

Director Club Services – Truitt Rabun

Director Vocational Service – Greg Zuccker

Director Community Service – Cinda Seamon

Director International Service – Hans Lobel

Sergeant-at-Arms – Tony Bento 

On June 21, our club had its annual club assembly to present to AG Bernie Riedel our plans for 2002-2003. The theme selected by R.I. President-elect Bhichal Rattakul for the year would be Sow the Seeds of Love. President-elect Morris Young, along with his team of officers and directors laid out their plans for the year, and we all began looking forward to Rotary year 2002-2003 and to the hope it brought for our club.

Our last meeting of the Rotary year 2001-2002 was on June 24, 2002. A special evening of fellowship revolving around the theme of Who Wants To Be A Millionaire proved to be a great night of fun and fellowship. President Bryant was completing his year as our club’s president, and he used the occasion to thank those who contributed and helped him during the year. As he presented the Club President’s pin to Morris Young and in turn received his Past President’s pin all assembled could sense that the first seed of love had been sown for the new year that would begin on July 1, 2002.  

“Without love, we cannot hope to achieve peace in this troubled world.”
Bhichai Rattakul

Chapter 8
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As we began this Rotary year with its theme of Sow the Seeds of Love, we might have guessed it would be a special year for Rotary and for our club. We knew how difficult the preceding two years were for our club, but as we were now embarking on a new year with a new slate of officers we were optimistic about our future. President Morris Young and his team had developed a plan to bring back fun and good fellowship into our meetings. Our club’s new board of directors dedicated themselves to achieving harmony and peace within our ranks, and their primary focus was to build on the positive, stop the attrition we had experienced in membership, and hold the course. Holding the course was very fitting for our new club president was an ardent sailor in his own right. President Morris was accustomed to holding a sailboat on course, and he stepped up to his new role with patience and determination to see us through another Rotary year despite what may lay ahead.

 In the Song of Hiawatha, Longfellow wrote:

All your strength is in your union

All your danger is in discord;

Therefore be at peace henceforward,

And as brothers live together.

It can be said, we followed Longfellow’s advice in Rotary year 2002-2003, and we were able to have a club united toward positive achievement in Rotary. We once again earned and received a Presidential and District Governor citation. And, we had lots of good times and fellowship. 

During the course of the year, we added two new members: Gordon Deal and Mary Nestor. But, we also lost some members. Past-president John Day moved out of the area, as did Tony Bento, and treasurer Mike Papaionu. Rick Dextraze and Mike Manesiotis found it difficult to juggle family commitments with Rotary so both resigned. Jerry Gardner resigned in April, and at the end of the Rotary year both Hans Lobel and Wyatt Pringle tendered their resignations for personal reasons. For the year, we had a net decline in membership of six members.

The decline in membership required the club to operate with less members and foster operating relationships with others to allow us to tackle our various service projects during the Rotary year. As in the past, our club rang the bell for the Salvation Army at Christmas, but given our limited manpower we only did so at the Park Plaza Harris-Teeter this year. Earlier in the year, we contributed volunteers for the Haunted House project at Honey Horn. And, despite our reduced numbers, we again successfully provided food at Thanksgiving to needy families, bought and collected toys for distribution to a family unable to afford such at Christmastime, and we distributed books to the children at the Children’s Center. Some of our members also continued to act as mentors in the schools, and at each and every district meeting our club was well represented.

As mentioned above, we fostered operating relationships with others. As in past years, we continued to seek the help of Fire & Rescue Squad personnel to help us during the Heritage. We created a new partnership with the Kiwanis club when they also provided workers for the Heritage 1&9 concession and the 19th hole.  And, we again sought friends and family members to join us in serving others.

Sowing the Seeds of Love proved easy for our club. President Morris and his board demonstrated their commitment to each other and the club in many ways. Board meetings became shorter and less contentious. When members became ill and hospitalized others sprang into action to provide assistance and send get well wishes. In general, the year was filled with love, and peace did prevail in our club.

At the start of the year, President Morris was joined on the club’s board of directors by past-president Alan Coyne who agreed to be club vice-president. Bryant Owens as immediate past-president. Paul Franks, Jr. as club secretary. Mike Papaionu as club treasurer. Truitt Rabun as Club Service director, Cinda Seamon as Community Service director, Gregg Zuccker as Vocational Service director, and Hans Lobel as International Service director. And, the board in one of its first actions appointed Jean Gonsalo as Sergeant-at-Arms for the year.

The club had no president-elect at the start of the year, but prior to the election of officers for Rotary year 2003-2004 in December, Dr, Isam Sakati agreed to take on the position and he immediately joined the board. Earlier in the year, when Mike Papaionu resigned, past-president Ed Dowaschinski became the club’s treasurer, and he joined the board.

Each of the board members contributed greatly to the club’s success during the Rotary year 2002-2003. All programs and projects proved to be outstanding. Fellowship activities, including golf outings, special dinners to celebrate the club’s sixth anniversary, and the special meeting at the end of the year to pay tribute to President Morris all proved to be outstanding. 

Our programs again provided members with a wide array of different subjects to ponder from learning about the Literacy Volunteers of the Low Country, United Way’s Success by Six, Gullah culture and language, investments and the US economy, author John Maxim’s approach to writing, Kenya’s Pokot tribe, trauma support, West Nile virus, the Technical College of the Lowcountry, elderly care management, aging and your eyes, the National Police Hero’s Association, the Senior Channel, the Stingray Basketball Camp, the Lowcountry Fair Association, and Alzheimer’s Respite and Resource all proved to be outstanding. District Membership Chairman, Butch Wallace, spoke to us about membership growth and retention, club vice-president and past-president Alan Coyne told us about his experience as a Peace Corps volunteer in Peru, past-president and treasurer Ed Dowaschinski spoke about Rotary’s Polio Eradication Campaign, Van Landingham club president-elect Rusty Hildebrand about the workings of the Broad Creek PSD, Gregg Zuccker about vocational service, and frequent visitor and fellow Rotarian Dr. Sol Kutler about volunteering.

We also got an update from George and Molly Greene about the status of the “living water” processing equipment we intended to send to Honduras, and Ted Felder from Congressman Joe Wilson’s office provided us with a congressional update and how he was serving our area. 

Throughout the year Assistant Governor Bernie Riedel was a frequent visitor to our meetings. He helped us induct new members, presided over our club assembly, and introduced District Governor Nancy Moody to us at our October 21, 2002 meeting. AG Bernie was also with us when the GSE Team from Sweden visited us in March, and when Mick Mayers reported to us about his GSE trip to Australia.

Our club contributed $7,948 to Rotary’s Polio Eradication Campaign during the year. Another $3,990 was contributed to CART. Scholarship distributions totaling $4,000 were made; $2,500 to the Technical College of the Lowcountry, $1,000 to the Stingray Basketball Camp, and $500 to the NROTC program. We provided the Hilton Head Island Fireman’s Association with $500 for their distinguished service awards banquet, and $1,000 for their American Heart Association walk. We gave $2,000 seed money to the Lowcountry Fair Association, and another $250 to other Rotary clubs in support. The Salvation Army received $905 as a result of our bell ringing efforts, and as mentioned above, we provided volunteers and monetary support for the Haunted House, Christmas Stocking, and Children’s Center gifts.  In addition to all this, we provided financial support to our Youth Exchange student, Kajsa Hansson, throughout the year. In short, we had another successful year as far as monetary gifts to others.

Such monetary success is largely due to our ability to provide assistance at the MCI Heritage golf tournament, and as coordinator of the tournament’s Birdies for Charity program. Our involvement with the tournament generated about $34,000 during this Rotary year. But, besides the wonderful monetary benefit, we also enjoyed the fellowship such work allows our members to have with each other and our friends in Kiwanis and on the Fire & Rescue Squad. Rotary year 2002-2003 was truly a success on many different levels.

As a club we truly began acting more like a family during this Rotary year. We had some down moments, but for the most part we were blessed with more positives. One of our down moments was when we learned of Jim Littlejohn’s passing. Jim was a Charter Member of our club, and the first member to pass on. Many in the club attended Jim’s memorial service. Jim had always sowed the seeds of love among his friends, and later in the year we would invite Sunny Littlejohn, Jim’s widow to attend our special functions to show our love.

Long before the close of this Rotary year our next group of officers and directors were planning for Rotary year 2003-2004. President-elect Dr. Isam Sakati attended PETS. Other members of his slate of officers and directors attended the District Assembly to learn more about Rotary and their specific duties. Budgets were developed, and because of the willingness of several of the current officers and directors to continue on the Club Assembly held to discuss next year’s plans went off without any problem. 

Our club elected Paul Franks, Jr. to be president-elect in 2003-2004. Greg Zuccker was elected vice-president, and he agreed to continue on as Vocational Service director. Gordon Deal was elected treasurer. Ed Dowaschinski was elected secretary. Truitt Rabun agreed to continue on as Club Service director. Cinda Seamon agreed to continue as Community Service director, and Rick Anderson agreed to become International Service director. And, all agreed Jean Gonsalo should continue as Sergeant-at-Arms.

As the year was coming to an end, it became obvious to all much had been accomplished during the year. On June 14, 2003, a special party was held at the Sakati residence to honor President Morris Young for his outstanding year as our club’s president. In attendance that evening was Sunny Littlejohn, and others who had helped us in the past. It was our opportunity to thank President Morris for his hard work.

A week later we honored the Firefighter of the Year, Captain Jeff Hartberger. And, a week later, President Morris thanked his team for their outstanding efforts during the year. He noted the accomplishments Truitt Rabun and his team had made in the Club Service area. He thanked Cinda Seamon for all her hard work and dedication on Community Service matters, and in generating publicity for our club. He tanked Paul Franks, Ed Dowaschinski, Greg Zuccker, Alan Coyne, and Jean Gonsalo for their efforts. He thanked every member for their participation and support, and reminded everyone that we truly did Sow the Seeds of Love during the year. AG Bernie Riedel was again on hand to help President Morris bestow Paul Harris Fellow recognition on Larry Simons and president-elect Dr. Isam Sakati as a final gesture of appreciation for the year.

Next year, Rotary year 2003-2004, the theme will be Lend A Hand, so it was fitting President Morris should use the last official meeting of Rotary year 2002-2003 to thank all who helped him during his year as our club’s president. And, we all thanked Morris for a great year as our club’s president.

“The more hands, we have, the more effective the services we render.”

Jonathan Majiyagabe
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The theme for Rotary year 2003-2004 was Lend A Hand, and when R.I. President Johnathan Majiyagabe first introduced his theme he also charged Rotary clubs around the world with another goal of “making the Rotary experience more “family friendly.” President Jonathan asked us to “open our eyes to see those around us who cannot afford shelter, health care, food, and other essentials’ and to “redouble our efforts to serve others.” It can be said, now that this Rotary year is behind us, that under the leadership of President Isam Sakati, our club did in fact lend a hand and open its eyes to those around us in the spirit of service above self while at the same time making sure our activities had plenty of family friendly encounters along the way.

Making the Rotary experience a more ‘family friendly’ affair for our club was easy. We enjoyed each other’s company and we looked forward to those occasions when our spouses, adult children, family of former members could join us. After the passing of Charter Member Jim Littlejohn our club not only invited his widow and son to join us at our meetings but we also paid tribute to Jim and his family by bestowing a Paul Harris Fellowship on Jim’s widow, Sonny Littlejohn.

Throughout President Isam’s year the family and its importance in our lives was ever present in our minds. On the social side we planned numerous occasions to simply get together for conversation and fellowship. At the club and community service level we did lots of things together. For example, we had an early get together at the Sakati residence where we drank, ate, and had a wonderful time of conversation and togetherness. We worked together on our many community service projects, including a day at the beach, building sand catching fences to enable beach building, or by blazing trails at Jarvis Creek Park with Interactors visiting Hilton Head Island.

Early in the year we honored four special visiting Rotarians. The four Rotarians were special because whenever they were in town they came to our meetings and became part of our Rotary family. They even volunteered for our community service projects during their visits and participated with us in our fellowship outings. We were delighted and honored therefore to bestow Special Honorary Member status to Dr. Bill Fetter, Tim Grescenz,  Dr. Sol Kutler and Doug Murphy.

During Rotary year 2003-2004, we continued having a diverse group of speakers at our meetings. We started the year with Carlos Ixthahuac who told us about the Latin American Council of South Carolina, and on that same day we heard from Tim Singleton about Seahawks football. During the year our own members were asked to tell us about subjects they were expert in. Among our resident experts were Larry Simons who spoke about the history of mortgages, Truitt Rabun spoke about landscape architecture, Gordon Deal about his new magazine, Lowcountry Family, and Chief Tom Fieldstead about emergency preparedness.

We learned about education from Dr. William Harris, about Share from Myra Poplin, about parrots and other exotic birds from Nancy and Assistant Governor Bernie Riedel. We learned about Hilton Head Island’s Concurs d’Elegance from Dr. Paul Doerring. Carl Gebhardt told us about being a CIA agent in Moscow. We learned about philosophy and ethics from Dr. Howard Radest. Senator Scott Richardson spoke about South Carolina legislative affairs. We learned about the Boy Scouts from Rob Keener, and about Golf in the Lowcountry from Joel Zuckerman. Dr. J. Calvin Sharpe told us about the new cardiology center serving Hilton Head Island and Okatie. Dee Meriam spoke to us about horse racing in the old days, and Nancy Shilling about Friends of the Rivers.

On health and welfare issues we heard from Dave Barr about the Gift of Life luncheon and what was going on at the Hilton Head Regional Medical Center. Krista Delgado spoke to us about the Mental Health Association of Beaufort and Jasper Counties. John Farrell about his community assistance experience in Haiti. Greg Russell spoke to us about Hilton Head Heroes, and Denny Tomlin about physical therapy for active adults.

We hosted a group of Russian professionals when they visited our club as part of an international exchange in September and listened to them tell us about themselves. On October 6, we were honored to welcome District Governor Kay Oldhouser to our club and to hear her tell us about her goals for the year. 

Frequently, we invited our Youth Exchange students to our meetings to simply make them know they were a part of our Rotary family. In January, two of our returning students (Breielle Karyshin  and Greg Gelason) told us about their experiences aboard. And, throughout the year we had our visiting student, Laurent, join us with his host family and friends for every special celebration and occasion. 

During the year we continued our club’s tradition of honoring the Firefighter of the Year. This year Doug Hubbard was named Firefighter of the Year and our club contributed $500 to the Hilton Head Firefighters Association in his name.

We also continued our club’s tradition of recognizing the outstanding Naval Junior ROTC Cadet. This year Brendan Furtado was the recipient of the $500 scholarship. 

President Isam Sakati, his fellow officers and the club’s board of directors kept their focus during the year culminating in the club once again receiving both a Presidential and District Governor citations. Our club had representation at all district wide meetings and each time such a meeting was held our leaders used the occasions to plan and follow-up on a wide array of Rotary matters.

Once again, our club was asked to handle registration at the District Conference. This year Governor Kay’s conference was held on Hilton Head Island at the Marriott. Every member participated either in the set-up prior to the conference or at the registration desk during the conference. And, President Isam was honored at the conference for his tireless work on the Living Water project our club undertook to bring assistance to people in Honduras.

Rotary year 2003-2004 was another active community service year for our club. We again rang the bell for the Salvation Army. We manned the 19th hole and 1&9 concession booths during the MCI Heritage. As noted above, we helped install sand catching fences along the beach to facilitate beach building. We helped coordinate the Birdies for Charity program for the Heritage Classic Foundation. And, we collected food items for distribution to the needy.

Our club continued its charitable endeavors throughout the year giving over $32,000 to a wide array of causes. The Children’s Center was once again a leading beneficiary receiving about $6,565 in donations. The HHI Firefighter’s Association received two $4,000 distributions for their help at the 1&9 concession; one being for the previous Rotary year and the other for 2003-2004. Hilton Head Island Kiwanis also received a $4,000 donation for their help during the golf tournament. 

The CART Fund was again a favorite charity receiving over $4,000 during the year from the weekly collections, bingo winnings donated to it, and the donations collected during the MCI Heritage. While Gift of Life, Second Helpings, Alzheimer’s Respite & Resource, Heroes on Horseback, the Mental Health Association, American Cancer Society and others also received distributions during the year.  

Our club also provided a $2,500 scholarship to a single mom attending the Technical College of the Lowcountry to enable her to continue her education and qualify for a better paying job to help support herself and her family. 

As a 100% Paul Harris Sustaining Member club The Rotary Foundation again benefited from our member’s generosity. And, during the year, as noted above our club supported all of the International Service area initiatives of Rotary International by nominating a candidate for a Group Study Exchange, sponsoring two Youth Exchange students, hosting the Russian visitors, and completing the Living Water project in Honduras.

On the membership front, we had an up and down year adding only one net member. Five new members were admitted into the club during the year: Randy Osterman joined in July; Jim Cavo in August; Stan Cahn in September; Hutch Hutchinson in December; and Mary Nestor, who rejoined the club, in April. We lost three members in September when Bill Dickerson, Marshall Katz, and Rick Kingston resigned. And, at the end of the year, Jean Gonsalo submitted his resignation. 

Despite the ups and downs fellowship and family activities sustained us during the year. Whether it was a golf outing to Daufuskie or support of a local charity golf event our members, including our Special Honorary Members, willingly participated. We had a special meeting at Christmas time, a special celebration in March on the occasion of our club’s seventh anniversary as a member of Rotary International, and as we have in the past a very special meeting at the end of the year to thank all those who helped us during the year. At out last meeting of the year, we had a low country shrimp boil at the Hilton Head Plantation Recreation facility overlooking Port Royal Sound attended by firefighters, members of Kiwanis, and others who assisted us during the MCI Heritage.

During Rotary year 2003-2004, our club enjoyed a stable leadership group with President Isam Sakati, President-elect Paul Franks, Vice President Gregg Zucker, Secretary Ed Dowaschinski, Treasurer Gordon Deal, Sergeant at Arms Jean Gonsalo, and Directors Truitt Rabun, Cinda Seamon, and Rick Anderson. We accomplished much and looked forward to the future. 

As Rotary year 2004-2005 was approaching, President-elect Paul Franks attended PETS. Other club officers and directors attended a District Assembly to help them prepare for the coming year. And, together they met with incoming Assistant Governor Gregg Wynn to review the club’s plans for the up coming year. Our club, along with every Rotary club in the world began gearing up for Rotary’s Centennial Year by settling in on a centennial project and by assuring we had completed our commitment to the Polio Eradication campaign.

In December 2003,  we elected Paul Franks to be our club president during the Centennial Year. Truitt Rabun was elected president-elect. Greg Zucker was elected vice-president. Cinda Seamon was elected Secretary. And, Ed Dowaschinski was elected treasurer. Larry Simons and Jim Hilferty agreed to act as co-Club Service directors. Gordon Deal agreed to become Community Service Director. Alan Coyne agreed to become Vocational Service Director. And, Rick Anderson agreed to take on the role of International Service Director. President Isam Sakati would assume the role of immediate past president effective July 1, 20204 relieving Past President Morris Young.

Rotary year 2004-2005 will be a time for celebration, as Rotarians around the world will celebrate 100 years of service to others. During Rotary year 2003-2004 our club served others in many ways and we served ourselves too by building on the theme of Lend A Hand and emphasizing the family of Rotary throughout the year. We enjoyed the past year and we looked forward with great anticipation of continuing our service to others during Rotary year 2004-2005.
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