History of ROTARY CLUB OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND-SUNSET

Date of Charter March 20, 1997,

Sponsoring clubs: Hilton Head Island and Hilton Head Island-Van Landingham

Charter President Edward B. Dowaschinski

Number of Charter members: 28

The following is a list of Sunset Rotary Club presidents since the club was chartered:
                  
 PRESIDENT




ROTARY YEAR


Edward B. Dowaschinski
                 

1996-1998



Alan R. Coyne



         
1998-1999



Thomas Fieldstead


        
1999-2000



John F. Day



    
2000-2001



Bryant Owens



          
2001-2002



Morris L. Young


                         
2002-2003



Dr. Isam A. Sakati


                        
2003-2004



Paul Franks, Jr.                                                               
2004-2005



F. Truitt Rabun, Jr.


        
2005-2006



Gordon Deal



          
2006-2007



Stan Cahn



          
2007-2008



Carl Girth



         
2008-2009



Mike Walsh



          
2009-2010


Dan Hergenroeder


          
2010-2011



Nancy Riedel



         
2011-2012


Gene Arrington


                          
2012-2013


Peter Laman



          
2013-2014



Peter Towne



         
2014-2015


Larry Bournias



         
2015-2016


Ron Molen



          
2016-2017

            

Nancy Millette



         
2017-2018



Robert Pawlishyn




2018-2019



Ralph Eckles




2019-2020



Toney Mathews




2020-2021



John Abboud




2021-2022



Tyler Weaver




2022-2023



Tim Henderson




2023-2024



William Boss




2024-2025

The following is a listing of Sunset Rotary Club members who have served at the District and Rotary Internation level:  

James A. Warren, Sr. (Deceased)

District 7770 Governor 1981-1982


J. Walter Dixon



District 7390 Governor 2004-2005


The following is a listing of our top fundraising activities over the years:

Heritage Concession Booths


CART Fund collections – Rank 5th among all clubs in total dollars contributed

Salvation Army Bell Ringing

Annual Mini-Golf Event

A list of top service programs/projects, local and international since being chartered on March 20, 1997:
Local projects:

Work for Heritage to help support Boys & Girls Club and others
Children’s Center - Book project and Painting & Repairs
Little Free Library Book Exchange at the Children’s Center
Thanksgiving and Christmas Gifts to Poor Project

Birdies for Charity Coordination for Heritage Classic Foundation

Salvation Army Bell Ringing

Make a Difference Day – Beach nourishment project

Park Bench Project – Crossings Park

Mentoring project – Hilton Head High School

NROTC Scholar Award

MUSC College of Nursing Scholarship

Gift of Health Fair

Arts Center Tree Lighting

Fire Station 3 Decorating
Annual Community Fire and Rescue Breakfast Support
Happy Feet free shoe distribution for needy kids
Dictionary Project
Volunteers for Food Fest

Sapelo Island Project

SCANPO Volunteers

Safe Harbor

Hope Haven 

Family Promise

Wish Upon A Horse

USGFR 2015 National Championship


International Projects:



Ambulance project – Congo, Africa



Volcano Relief – Philippines



Living Water Project – Honduras (4 units installed) - $43K Cost


District 7770 Living Water Projects



District 7770 South African Orphanage Project



Youth Exchange – Incoming and Outgoing sponsor



Group Study Exchange – Sponsor Australian Team Member

Host to GSE Teams (Australia, Brazil, Germany, Italy, South Africa, Sweden) 



Host to Visiting Russians Cultural Groups


Supporter Gift of Life



Peru Library Project



Shoe Project



Blanket & Coat Project



Support of Haiti Earthquake Relief Effort



Cameroon Living Water/Hospital Project - $46K Cost


Peru Water Filtration Project

A listing of important and significant information about our club 

(e.g., outstanding club Rotarians, club achievements/recognitions/awards:)

Each year our club names an outstanding member Rotarian of the Year.

Our club has achieved both a Presidential and District Governor Citation every year of our existence except one.

In 1998, our club received a special citation from DG Ken Morris as having an outstanding year as a new club.

100% Paul Harris Fellow Club


Total Giving to The Rotary Foundation - $119,000


52 Paul Harris Fellows


16 Benefactors


4 Major Donors


2 Paul Harris Society Members


#1 in District Per Capita Giving 2006-07

RI PolioPlus Campaign:


Since being chartered our club has made contributions ($$ ???)to the Rotary Foundation for PolioPlus. 
For the Polio Eradication campaign we pledged and paid $7,000 from funds we raised through our coordination of the Birdies for Charity program conducted by the Heritage Classic Foundation during the Verizon Heritage.

